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(Lesson for January 17) 


Lesson 3.—The Gospel Versus Legalism 
Volume 102, No. Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-16 
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PAUL 
Apostle to the Jews! 


Significantly Paul, who carried 
the Gospel tc the Gentiles, always 
followed the action of Romans 
1:16, “To th 
the Greek.” 

At Salami 
“preached the 
synagogues 
13:5). 

At Antioch he 


” 


rst, and also to 


Barnabas 
d in the 
(Acts 


synagogue or 
(Acts 13:14) 
“went both to; 
gogue... and 
multitude botk 
of the Greel 
14:1. 

You will en 
when you help 
to the Jews as 
Rome “Paul cal 
Jews together” 
gave them the 1 

Bringing the 
brings blessing 
Never in our mi 
a baptism service 
not at least one 
together with th 

Let this God-g 
come yours by join 
prayers for the salv 
ish brethren of our 
free literature toda: 


AMERICAN BOAP"? %i 
TO THE JEWS, In 

236 West 72nd Stre»!, D 
New York 23, N. Y. 


| Canadian Office: 
| 39 King William St., Hamilte 





mt., Canada 


Please send me free folder showing how I may 














help carry the Gospel to Israel. Enclosed is 
$__.... for my part in the work you are 
doing. 
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Children at Home 





‘Linda’s Bus Problem 
By Ruth M. Jacob 


ACH morning at eight o’clock the 
big yellow school bus stopped for 
Linda, Mary, and Ann. By the time 
the bus stopped for the three sisters it 


already was nearly loaded with chil- - 


dren, and the girls could almost never 
find seats together. 

Several of the big boys on the bus 
liked to tease the little girls. The 
worst tease of all was a boy in seventh 
grade named Ronny. Ronny particu- 
larly liked to tease Linda. As long as 
he teased only with words it did not 
bother her very much, but when he 
pulled her scarf off she was greatly 
annoyed. 

The bus driver was busy. watching 
traffic signals, cars, and other buses on 
the road, and never seemed to notice 
what was going on. Sometimes Linda’s 
scarf was tied in knots, sometimes it 
was used as a ball and thrown back 
and forth across the aisle, and many 
times it fell on the dirty floor. 

One Friday evening Linda came home 
crying. This time her scarf was tied 
in such hard knots she couldn’t untie 
any of them. Nearly every day that 
week she had had a clean scarf, and by 
the time she came home it was torn, 
badly wrinkled from twisting, or dirty; 
and now her new one was tied in knots! 

“Mother,” cried Linda, “whatever can 
we do about those awful boys that 
ride on our bus? This week they have 
bothered us every day. We tried to 
sit together in the same seat, but the 
bus is always crowded before we get 
on in the morning and before we get 
out of school in the afternoon. It seems 
we always have to sit near those boys.” 

Mother looked at her sad little girls 
and said to them: “Tonight is Friday 
night. There are two whole days be- 
fore you will ride the bus again. Why 
don’t we pray about your trouble on 
the bus, and just see what happens?” 

So that night when the girls went to 
bed they said their regular bedtime 
prayers, then each one prayed about 
their problem on the school bys. They 
asked God to show them how they 
could behave as Christians on the bus. 
They felt much better after they had 
talked to God about their problem. 

Next Monday evening there were 
three happy girls that came home from 
school. When Mother asked them how 
their ride on the bus had been that day 
they said no one had bothered them. 
Mother asked if Ronny had been riding 
that day. 

“Yes,” said Linda, “Ronny was on the 
bus, but he was so busy talking to the 
other boys that he didn’t bother us at 
all today.” 

A few weeks later when one of the 
neighborhood ladies was talking to 
Linda’s mother she mentioned that the 
boys on the bus seemed to be so much 
better behaved lately. She said her 
daughter had at one time been bothered 
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by having her scarf pulled off, and she 
wondered what had happened to change 
the boys. Linda’s mother knew. Her 
three little girls had prayed. 

The pleasant rides to school continued 
so that the three sisters were really 
glad to see the big yellow bus stop for 
them. 

Excrn, Iowa. 


Mid-America Keswick’s 
Convention 


HE sixth Mid-America Keswick 

Convention, held at Moody Memorial 
Church from October 10 through 18 un- 
der the auspices of the Mid-America 
Keswick Council, has been a means of 
deep blessing to many. In many ways 
the Council can look back upon the best 
convention yet: the attendance sur- 


passed all records and there is increas- ' 


ing evidence of hunger of heart for this 
ministry. The number of visitors from 
other states again increased, from which 


(Continued on page 19) 
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All Things Are New 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; be- 
hold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
OT for the newness of the year— 
Though it is joy to see 
How faithfully Thy seasons pass 
In continuity, 
How summer, fall, and winter move 
In never-ceasing ranks 
Toward the earth’s awakening— 
But not for this be thanks. 


Not for the newness of the world, 
The spring in tender green, 
But for the newness of the heart, 
But for the life washed clean, 
But for the glad security 
That hallows all we do, 
The knowledge that in Jesus Christ 
Behold, all things are new. 


we 


Your Present Duty 


Though believers are called to 
many different kinds of service for God, 
yet there is one duty that is the same 
for all Christians at all times. This 
was emphasized in a very striking way 
by one of the older Scottish writers, 
George MacDonald, who wrote: “The 
care that is filling your mind at this 
moment, or but waiting till you lay the 
book down to leap upon you—that need 
which is no need, is a demon sucking 
at the spring of your life. ‘No, mine 
is a reasonable care—an unavoidable 
care, indeed.’ Is it something you have 
to do this very moment? ‘No.’ Then 


you are allowing it to usurp the place 
of something that is required of you 
this moment. ‘There is nothing required 
Nay, but there 


of me at this moment.’ 


is—the greatest thing that can be re- 
quired of man. ‘Pray, what is it?’ 


Trust in the living God. ‘I do trust 
Him in spiritual matters.’ Everything 
is an affair of the spirit.” This is quite 


in accord with the command of the 
Lord Jesus to “have faith in God” 
(Mark 11:22), which Hudson Taylor 
said could be rendered, “hold the faith- 
fulness of God.” The Scripture is full 
of His faithfulness, and when we are 
occupied with it, we cannot at the same 
time be filled with anxiety. Though 
our work require that we be careful 
in the doing of it, it does not mean that 
we must be full of care—that is, anxious 
care. “In nothing be anxious; but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6, 
A.S.V.). 


“ 


The thought of trusting God 


completely at this moment, no matter 
what the circumstances or prospects 
may be, is found in one of. David’s 
Psalms: “And now, Lord, what wait I 
for? my hope is in thee” (Psa. 39:7). 
It is the same principle as that which 
was expressed by Isaiah: “Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on thee: because he trusteth 
in thee. Trust ye in the Lord for ever: 
for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlast- 
ing strength” (Isa. 26:3, 4). Doubtless 
when Peter wrote his well-known 
words, “Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7), he 
had in mind Psalm 55:22: “Cast thy 
burden upon the Lord, and he shall sus- 
tain thee: he shall never suffer the 
righteous to be moved.” This can be 
rendered, “Cast what he hath given 
thee... ..2 
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The: Cleansing of the Leper 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


HAPTERS 13 and 14 are the longest 
chapters in the Book of Leviticus, 
and they contain some of the most 

precious teachings we have in the entire 
Levitical ritual. The leper had to ap- 
pear before the priest, and the priest 
had to be quite sure that the leper was 
cleansed (Lev. 14:3). That is, the priest, 
who was the spiritual physician, had to 
know whether the person coming for 
cleansing was really healed or not. 
Sometimes you and I have to be spir- 
itual priests and find out whether peo- 
ple’s profession is genuine. 

In the fourth verse two birds are 
mentioned, and then in verse ten, the 
lambs. That He might show us the 
fullness of the work of Christ, God re- 
quires the two birds, the two he lambs, 
and the ewe lamb. With the birds 
they were to take “cedar wood, and 
scarlet, and hyssop.” David referred to 
this when he said, “Purge me with hys- 
sop.” And in praying that prayer, he 
judged himself a moral leper. 

Then we read that one of the two 
birds was to be killed. The living 
bird, the wood, the scarlet, and the 
hyssop were to be dipped in the blood 
of the bird that was killed over run- 
ning water, and sprinkled upon the one 
to be cleansed. This was to be done 
seven times (v. 7). Seven is simply 
the heavenly number of completeness, 
or perfection. If God says “seven,” it 
is the number’ required for complete 
cleansing. You recall that there was 
a leper who came for cleansing, and 
he was told to dip himself in Jordan 
seven times.. He might have dipped five 
or six times, but there had to be a com- 





plete dipping under the water seven 
times. Naaman took the prescribed ture 
and came up cleansed. Unless we are 
completely cleansed, we are not free 
from our leprosy. 

Verse ten speaks of “the eighth day”; 
eight is the number of resurrection. 
On the eighth day the cleansed leper 
was to begin his new life with a sacri- 
fice: two lambs without. blemish and 
one ewe lamb without blemish (v. 10). 

The offerings that were used in the 
cleansing of the leper were the trespass 
offering, the sin offering, the burnt of- 
fering, and the meal offering. This is 


most remarkable. For a complete 
cleansing, those offerings had to be 
brought. “And the priest shall take 


one he lamb, and offer him for a tres- 
pass-offering .. .” (v. 12). Everything 
we have said about Leviticus 13 is 
really typical. If you are touchy, or if 
you have a boil of pride, or if you have 
the leprosy of a “big” brain, or @ 
“bright” spot—it is leprosy; and God 
said, when the leper came to be 
cleansed, a lamb must be presented for 
a trespass offering. All the evidences 
of leprosy (self) in the seven para- 
graphs of chapter 13 are dealt with by 
the trespass offering. Notice it is an 
offering for sins. “And he shall slay 
the lamb in the place where he shall 
kill the sin-offering, and the burnt- 
offering, in the holy place: for as the 
sin-offering is the priest’s, so is the 
trespass-offering: it is most holy” (14: 
13). It took the cross of Calvary to 
deal with the leprosy of our sin. Verse 
fourteen reads: “And the priest. shall 
take some of the blood of the trespass- 





4 (4) 


offering, and the priest shall put it upon 
the tip of the right ear of him that is 
to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of 
his right hand, and upon the great toe 
of his right foot.” 

There are several things here for us 
to notice. The entire man is included. 
The right hand always stands for power. 
Our word “right” comes from the word 
“Rex,” i.e., the kingly side of life. The 
ear represents all that is in the head. 
The hand takes in all the central part 
of the body, and the toe, all of our 
walk. The whole man must be touched 
with the blood. What a marvelous 
teaching! 

Furthermore, the same _ treatment 
given the leper for cleansing was given 
to the high priest. As I have read over 
this chapter, I have been thoroughly 
amazed at some of the simple things 
that came afresh to me. Oil was put 
on over the blood (v. 17). This reveals 
the reason the Saviour said that the 
world could not receive the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is only given to those 
who have entered into covenant with 
God through the blood of Christ. The 
world knows Him not, and cannot re- 
ceive Him. Some verses that bring 
out the fact of the oil being put on over 
the blood are Acts 2:38; Galatians 3: 
13, 14; and Ephesians 1: 13. 

“And the remnant of the oil that is in 
the priest’s hand he shall pour upon the 
head of him that is to be cleansed: and 
the priest shall make an atonement for 
him before the Lord” (14:18). The 
ones who had the oil poured on their 
heads were the prophet and the priest 
and the king. In God’s economy it is 
possible for a sinner who has been 
cleansed in the blood of Christ to be a 
prophet and a priest and a king. My 
mind goes to the words of Psalm 23: 
“Thou anointest my head with oil” (v. 
5). There was something more than 
just putting a little oil on the ear, and 
on the hand, and on the foot. The 
“remnant of the oil” was to be poured 
on the head, meaning that there is more 
of the anointing of the Holy Spirit for 
you and me after we have had the 
initial anointing. 

Years ago I wrote a note in my Bible. 
I wish I had put the date in also, be- 
cause someone said that it becomes a 
kind of spiritual diary to you when you 
mark your Bible. This was the nota- 
tion: “In the cleansing of the leper, 
note the use of oil. It was to be used 
quite freely. From this we learn that 
God desires sinners to be cleansed and 
to be truly anointed and filled with the 
Spirit. The life is then so different 
from the old; the state of life is so 


changed .. . May I ever have a rich and | 


full amount of God’s holy oil.” It is re- 
markable that some people are satisfied 
to get a little oil on the ear, and hand, 
and foot. They do not wait to get the 
rest of the oil on their heads. If you 


and I are to be like the prophet, like 
the priest, and like the king, we must 
have an abundance of oil, not just the 
initial touching, but all that God has 
for us—on the head. 

Following the trespass offering the 
cleansed leper was to present a burnt 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Even to your old age I am he; 
and even to hoar hairs will I carry 
you: I have made, and I will bear; 
even I will carry, and will deliver 
you” (Isa. 46:4). 




















offering: “And the priest shall offer the 
sin-offering, and make an atonement 
for him that is to be cleansed from his 
uncleanness; and afterward he shall kill 
the burnt-offering” (v. 19). If you re- 
call what was said about the burnt of- 
fering, you know what the type is here. 
The next act after an atonement for sin 
and forgiveness for sin is for us to offer 
ourselves as a whole burnt offering to 
God. That is the teaching of the 
twelfth chapter of Romans: “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service” 
(v. 1). 

After the cleansing, and the trespass 
offering, and the oil, came the burnt 
offering, the offering of the entire being. 
God grant that we may do that. 

The next offering mentioned is the 
meal offering (v. 31). This, the last of- 
fering, represents the life that is purged, 
cleansed, and anointed with oil, the life 
that can be food for God’s people. For 
just as the priest had to eat the meal 
offering, you and I have to be where 
we are feeding God’s people, feeding 
others. This offering was mingled with 
oil, baken in a frying pan, and anointed 
with oil: the life of service offered to 
God, a holy meal offering. 

These are' just the high lights of this 
chapter. God can take a sinner and 
make him a prophet, and a priest, and 
a king! None need despair. Nothing 
is so striking as this: that, while the high 
priest had to have the blood and oil ap- 
plied to the ear, and hand, and foot, the 
leper had the same right. All of God’s 
children have the privilege of sharing 
the inner secrets of His love. 


v 


Notes on Open Letters 


More on the Slaughter 
of Heathens 


On page 920 of your November 28 
issue, the “Alabama reader” was 
probably thinking of the verse in 
Genesis 15:16, “But in.the fourth gen- 
eration they shall come hither again: 
for the iniquity of the Amorites is 
not yet full.” Taken in conjunction 
with the context, and also with the 
other Scriptures dealing with the ac- 
tual return of Abraham’s seed to 
Canaan, as well as the Leviticus 18: 
24, 25 passage you quoted, it appears 
that the Genesis 15:16 passage says 
what the lady said, even though her 
“quote” was in different words. 

Other Scriptures are Deuteronomy 
9:4, 5; 18:9, 12. 


January 2, 1960 


I would appreciate it (if you would 
feel liberty), if you would send this 
letter on to her, or at least the Gen- 
esis 15:16 reference, and the ones 
above.—A Virginia pastor. 


In your November 28th. issue, page 
920, an Alabama reader seeks help 
in locating a supposed Bible verse— 
“Their cup of iniquity is full and 
they must be destroyed.” Might not 
that be a free rendering of the truth 
found in Deuteronomy 9:4-6? It 
sounds much like it. - 

The reference above is so much to 
the point of the idea expressed by 
the inquirer and to the point of the 
question of why the slaughter of the 
heathen that I could not help. but 
contribute it to your fine answer al- 
ready given in the column. I am 
always amazed that in spite of God’s 
sovereignty He still explains Himself 
to us. God is love but also holy and 
just. 

It is also amazing how brazenly 
Satan accuses God to man for as 
Christians we should realize the 
source of that question and the rea- 
son for it. If it were our sense of 
justice that raises the question why 
would we then not stand unanswer- 
ably condemned for Hiroshima and 
all the sin and destruction of war 
which dwarfs their exploits to very 
small acts. Yet we as Christians are 
partners to it based on man’s judg- 
ment of destruction necessity and not 
the judgment of a righteous God. 
Is this not a strong proof of Satan’s 
existence, his work of accusing God, 
and his “angel of light” rationaliza- 
tion of our guilt so we do not face 
our Christian responsibility today?— 





A Pennsylvania pastor. 


These two letters reached the Editor’s 
desk on Friday morning, November 27, 
that is, one day ahead of the date of 
the issue under discussion, which shows 
how quickly and carefully some readers 
read the paper. The Editor appreciates 
these letters and is passing on the in- 
formation to the lady whose letter was 
printed in the November 28 issue. 

It is interesting that both of the 
above letters refer to Deuteronomy 9: 
4, 5, which reads as follows: 

“Speak not thou in thine heart, after 
that the Lord thy God hath cast them 
out from before thee, saying, For my 
righteousness the Lord hath brought 
me in to possess this land: but for the 
wickedness of these nations the Lord 
doth drive them out from before thee. 
Not for thy righteousness, or for the 
uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go 
to possess their land: but for the wick- 
edness of these nations the Lord thy 
God doth drive them out from before 
thee, and that he may perform ‘the 
word which the Lord sware unto thy 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 

This does explain why the nations 
were to be driven out, but does not lo- 
cate the verse the Alabama reader was 
trying to find (“Their cup of iniquity 
is full and they must be destroyed”). 

It is indeed important to realize what 
a serious matter it is to question any 
of God’s dealings. When we do this 
we (unconsciously perhaps) set our 
own judgment above His, and this is 
unthinkable. 
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Il. Physical and Emotional Stresses of Missionary Work 


How some is caused by the radical change 


in cultural spheres 


UCH of the emotional stress 
M which the missionary meets on 

the mission field is actually due 
to the impact of the emotional back- 
ground within him as he meets folk 
of another cultural sphere. Too many 
young folk believe that an ocean voy- 
age will enable them to leave behind in 
the homeland those undesirable emo- 
tional traits from which they would like 
to be separated. Unfortunately this is 
not true. Actually the situation on the 
mission field usually accentuates the 
emotional difficulties already present. 


It is for this reason that a certain de- 
gree of screening of those who have un- 
solved and severe emotional problems 
must be employed. It is not only illogi- 
cal but also unscriptural for an individ- 
ual who has severe emotional problems 
to.use a supposed missionary call as an 
escape mechanism. Our Lord Jesus 
said, “First be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift” (Matt. 
5:24). It is important that resentments, 
to whatever relative or friend in the’ 
homeland it may be, be resolved in fair 
measure before we take off to another 
land. Otherwise we are likely to find 
ourselves merely venting our feelings 
on other people and these, the people 
that we really should be reaching with 
the Gospel of love. 


The Effect of a Broken Home 


Often a young person who comes from 
a broken home is deeply affected emo- 
tionally and lacks a sense of security 
such as should be possessed by an am- 
bassador of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Where there are divorced parents, the 
individual is often drawn alternately in 
regard to his affections, first to the one 
parent, and then to the other. This 
makes for emotional stress that is so 
severe at times that it expresses itself 
in physical symptoms such as headache, 
backache, chest pains, and nervous in- 
digestion or even peptic ulcer, such that 
the physical efforts needed to perform 
missionary service are impaired, quite 
apart from the fact that true peace of 
heaft is not present. 

In some cases where the emotional 
Scars are not too deep these individuals 
can by skillful counseling be brought 
into a state where they become useful 
missionaries. On the other hand, in 
Some instances the emotional scars are 
so deep that such individuals should be 
discouraged fromr going overseas since 
they will be confronted with an added 
adjustment, namely, to another culture 
when they still have not adjusted ade- 
quately to their own. 

Let me illustrate what I mean. A 
single young lady came to me for a 
medical examination some years ago in 
connection with her application to a 
certain mission society for work over- 
The general physical examination 


This is the second installment of an 
address delivered by Dr. Adolph at 
the recent convention of the Interde- 
nominational Foreign Mission Asso- 
ciation at Racine, Wis. Dr. Adolph is 
a former medical missionary of the 
China_Inland Mission and the author 
of several books. His address has a 
message which is much needed by 
mission boards and missionaries. It 
will be printed in. booklet form by 
the Interdenominational Foreign 
Mission Association, 308 W. 105th 
St.. New York 25. The third in- 
stallment will appear in next week’s 
issue. 








showed her to be fairly normal so far as 
freedom from organic disease was con- 
cerned. She did, however, have a form 
of arthritis that was highly suggestive 
of emotional disturbance. The mission 
society’s general secretary asked me 
whether I believed she was acceptable 
for missionary service. 

I replied, “No!”—and she was turned 
down by that mission society. 

I found out later that she had an un- 
happy home characterized by a tyran- 
nical father from whose clutches she 
was trying to make her escape while 
she posed as having a call from the Lord 
to go overseas. 

However, after she was turned down 
by that mission society she applied to 
another mission society. She was ac- 
cepted by this society and was sent to 
another country. She remained with 
this society .for less than a year when 
she resigned on’ the field and joined the 
U.S. Armed Forces in this same coun- 
try, where she served another year until 
she become so disgruntled that she came 
back to America. 


Disturbed Over Physical Illness 

She came to me at this juncture for a 
medical examination and was found to 
have intestinal amebiasis. Disturbed 
over this finding she went to see a young 
lawyer with a view to suing the mission 
society under which she served overseas 
for making her work in such an envi- 
ronment that she contracted amebic in- 
fection. She had the lawyer accompany 
her incognito to interview the executive 
secretary of the mission society. Evi- 
dently in the end the lawyer persuaded 
her that she had no case, but the episode 
did serve to manifest her emotional in- 
stability. 
‘ A few months later she signed up for 
a course in an American college. Her 
professor came to me in real concern. 
The first day of the course she had 
sought his reassurance that he would 
deal fairly with her since all other men 
seemed to have it in for her. 

What emotional stress she brought to 
play upon the mission cause and at what 
expense! I fail to see how the Gospel of 
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Jesus Christ could be furthered by such 
behavior. No doubt there were reper- 
cussions on the mission field about 
which we never heard, and possibly also 
in the U.S. Army! 

Again, I formerly had dealings with a 
young couple and their year-old girl. 
The husband and father was trying to 
push going to the mission field, yet he 
had severe headaches brought on, his 
wife told me, by yelling at the child in 
extreme temper outbursts in which he 
displayed physical violence toward the 
child. The psychiatrist to whom I sent 
him suspected an organic brain condi- 
tion and recommended investigation by 
electroencephalogram. However, he 
himself was sure that nothing was 
wrong with him and he refused to un- 
dergo this further investigation. 

His wife frantically went to the as- 
sistant pastor of their church and came 
to me as her physician, saying she just 
must let off steam now and again. I 
told her that the real stress on the mis- 
sion field would come when she was iso- 
lated in an interior mission center with 
no one for hundreds of miles around to 
whom she could let off steam. Mean- 
while I am happy to say that the mis- 
sion society dropped their candidacy. 


A Victim of Emotional Tension 


Still another instance of what proved 
to be emotional stress on the mission 
field comes to mind—another instance of 
emotional tension taken along to the 
field within the individual. Home on 
furlough with her family of three chil- 





dren, I found this mother the victim of ; 


severe emotional tension. When the 
furlough period had expired she came 
and asked me whether I recommended 
her going back to the mission field. I 
told her she certainly was not in a fit 
state emotionally and nervously to do 
so and also informed her mission society 
that such was the case. 

However, her husband, it seemed, was 
desperately needed in the work over- 
seas, and she and the family were sent 
along. When she returned on her next 
furlough, she said that it obviously was 
a mistake for her to go back to the mis- 
sion field when she did and-told me 
this story, adding that I may feel free to 
tell it to others so that similar mistakes 
will not be made in the future. 

After arriving back in Hong Kong 
where they were serving, she, in her se- 
vere state of emotional tension, was one 
day entertaining some Chinese inquirers 
in her home with her family. As re- 
freshments were served, her 12-year-old 
boy, spilled some orange juice on his 
trouser leg. She went into a violent 
temper and scolded him unmercifully in 
the presence of her guests. One of the 


young inquirers, as she saw this, was _ 


deeply stirred within but said nothing 
at the time. After staying away from 


~ 
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church and the missionaries for six 
months she finally came back and di- 
vulged the fact’ that she had said to her- 
self that if that is the way Christianity 
makes people act, she wanted to have 
nothing to do with it. Fortunately, in 
the end she did become a Christian but 
it was only after considerable delay. 
Certainly we must conclude that a mis- 
sionary in such a state of emotional 
stress makes a poor ambassador of Jesus 
Christ. 

These stresses which we have been 
discussing thus far are those that are 
within the individual and are unwit- 
tingly taken along to the mission field 
only to clash more violently with the 
exotic culture and environment there 
than with the situation in the homeland. 
It therefore behooves us at least to keep 
the more evident forms of innate stress 
from ever reaching the mission field. It 
calls to mind the answer given by the 
late Dr. Henry Frost, then director of 
the China Inland Mission, to a mission- 
ary candidate who asked him whether it 
was all right for a missionary to lose his 
temper. The reply was forthright, “Yes, 
once for all.” 

However, there is another side to the 
coin, so to speak. There are stresses 
that society imposes upon us. This type 
was so aptly expressed recently by a 
missionary in filling out a questionnaire 
for me that I want to quote what she 
wrote. She said that while on the mis- 
sion field she had experienced despond- 
ency and irritability “due to overwork 
and association with too many over- 
worked and irritable people.” 

In other words the stressful environ- 
ment that a group of missionaries on 
the mission field makes may become so 
highly infectious and contagious emo- 
tionally that there is great likelihood 
that the new missionary will catch the 
same disease, so to speak, becoming in- 
fected with the same despondency and 
irritability. This contagion should be 
shunned like smallpox or the plague. 

In the past I have come across several 
striking instances of stressful situations 
encountered by missionaries on the mis- 
sion field that certainly made for real 
hardship on the part of the missionary 
and largely destroyed any worth-while 
impact that the missionary body may 
have attempted to make in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

One of these was a single lady, Miss A, 
who was appointed to work with an- 
other single lady worker, Miss B, who 
proved incompatible to say the least. 
On the authority of the director and 
various members of the mission society 
with which these ladies were connected, 
I am given to understand that there is 
no doubt but that Miss B was demon- 
possessed. Miss A came to me for her 
initial furlough medical examination, 
and I found her suffering from pro- 
nounced physical symptoms that were 
typical of severe emotional tension, ob- 
viously the tension that arose from the 


companionship with Miss B which had 


been forced upon her. 

One does not need to call upon much 
imagination to conceive of the terrific 
stress that, in the isolation of missionary 


life, such a situation brings. 
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Imagine 
that the only other person who under- 
stands and speaks your language is such 
a one as Miss B. You have no way of 
getting out of, her presence until this 
situation is understood and acted upon 
by a mission director ten thousand miles 
away. The hour-by-hour ‘impact of 
such a situation surpasses the most ada- 
mant nervous’ system’s __ resistance. 
Moreover, all the time Miss A in her ex- 
hausted state remains aware that her 
hands are practically tied and kept 
from exerting any effective missionary 
efforts in preaching the Gospel, the 
work for which she laid her life upon 
the altar. 

Or, consider the case of Miss C who 
was appointed to live and work with a 
sexual deviate companion, Miss D, a 
homosexual. Serious nervous symp- 
toms developed in Miss C that required 
early furlough, Miss D being only be- 
latedly recognized by the mission au- 
thorities for what she really was and 
then finally recalled from the mission 
field. 

In another instance a much older mis- 
sionary, Miss E, was appointed to be a 
companion in missionary work with a 
young aggressive missionary, Miss F. 
Certainly age, it was thought, would 
control the aggression of Miss F, no mat- 
ter how incompatible she might be. 
This did not prove to be the case. Miss 
E had to come home on an early fur- 
lough in a state of nervous exhaustion, 
and it took rigorous medical treatment 
and rest over a two-year furlough pe- 
riod devoid of much in the way of 
deputation meetings to put Miss E into 
condition to go back to the field. 
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Again a young lady, Miss G, was des- 
ignated to live with Mr. and Mrs. H and 
their children in their home in Africa. 
Mr. H almost immediately manifested 
an infatuation with Miss G which was 
certainly an inordinate affection. Mrs. 
H became. jealous. Miss G resisted all 
advances and tried to extricate herself 
from the situation. However, Mr. H so 
controlled correspondence with the mis- 
sion director in America that Miss G 
could not gain a listening ear. Miss G ar- 
rived home a nervous wreck as a result. 
It ended in Miss G’s tendering her resig- 
nation since Mr. H’s_ correspondence 
with the mission’s director kept the lat- 
ter convinced that Miss G was in the 
wrong. 

Misunderstandings galore arise among 
missionaries. Distance does not in these 
instances lend enchantment. It brings 
distress and anguish of soul as Satan the 
accuser of the brethren accuses the 
Lord’s servants and leaves them devoid 
of all justification of their actions save 
the justification that comes by faith in 
the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Yes, this justification should be enough, 
but the fact is that we all long for our 
fellow Christians to be made aware of 
the truth in these matters and without it 
there naturally is grief and anguish. 

During my days as a missionary in 
Shanghai, China, a young missionary 
doctor and his family from a small de- 
nominational mission society contacted 
me. This doctor had been sent out un- 
der great pressure. A doctor was ur- 
gently needed, it was said. The need 
was too pressing for him to take time 
off to study the Chinese language. 


(Continued on page 18) 


From Betty Elliot's Prayer Letter 


Further recent news from Aucaland 


URING my entire stay in Tiwaenu 

this time I saw less than half of the 
group of Aucas, the rest being far away 
in the vicinity of “Terminal City,” 
harvesting manioc and plantains. Those 
I did see were there one day, gone the 
next, traveling back and forth between 
several locations. There was one period 
of nearly two weeks when Val and I 
were alone with Gimari (“Delilah”) and 
her two-year-old boy Bai (-ai‘is pro- 
nounced like “I” with _nasalization). 
One thing for which I particularly 
thank the Lord is Gimari’s growing abil- 
ity to acttas an informant. She helped 
me regularly for half an hour to an hour 
daily in the transcription of texts, the 
most valuable form of.language study. 
I would play two or three words on the 
tape recorder, then she would repeat 
them for me so I could write them 
down. 

Rachel, Dayuma, and Dayuma’s nine- 
year-old son Sammy returned in Au- 
gust after a two months’ stay in Quito. 
Sammy had had T.B. but the doctor 
gave permission for him to come in to 
Tiwaenu for his first visit to his grand- 
mother, aunts, and cousins. He quickly 
picked up his fourth language there, 


having already learned a good deal of 
English in Quito, as well as Spanish, and 
his mother tongue, Quichua. (Dayuma 
had never used her own language with 
him before.) The three of them have 
gone now to the Wycliffe base at Limon 
Cocha, where Rachel will be working on 
a. book about Dayuma for about a month 
before returning to Tiwaenu. 

Several have asked, “How do you 
spend your time down there?” It’s not 
very interesting simply to reply, “Strug- 
gling with the language!” so perhaps 
you’d like to read a page or two from 
my diary: 

August 21. Today, I suppose, will be 
a “typical” one here in Tiwaenu. Woke 
shortly before six at the nasal twang of 
Dyuwi’s singing over in his house. As I 
stirred up the fire to cook our oatmeal, 
Akawu set out for the peanut chagra 
followed by Mintaka, Ana, Bai and two 
dogs. Ipa sat in her hammock rolling 
hammock string on her bare thigh. 

After an unsuccessful attempt to con- 
tact Shell Mera by radio I went to the 
river to wash dishes and clothes, re- 
turned to find Dyuwi hacking away at a 
stump out on the “airstrip,” and Day- 
uma trying to corral all the women to 
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weed the section over near the papaya 
trees. Val went to the river to fish for 
the tiny armored fish which attach 
themselves to rocks by means of a 
sucker mouth. She has the knack of 
catching them with her hands, and soon 
came back with one. 

Rachel is working on a tape with the 
help of Dawa. Ipa and Dawa helped 
me for a few minutes to transcribe some 
singing I had recorded. 

Now the women are heaving and 
hauling at the stump Dyuwi chopped, to 
push it over the bank. 

Mintaka has returned from the 
chagra, bringing me an offering of 
freshly dug peanuts. 

A shout was raised just as I was going 
to start cooking lunch—the dogs had 
chased something into a hole. We all 
raced out to the forest while Dayuma, 
Gimari, and the dog took turns digging. 
Presently a tail was visible—could have 
been that of a snake for all I knew, but 
the Indians said it was a lizard. Proved 
to be one about 18 inches long (a “baby” 
they said) including tail. Also a huge 
smooth-skinned toad was dredged up. 


It set up a fearful bleating as Val car-" 


ried it by the leg to show Rachel. 
Dayuma said she would eat it, but this 
so horrified the rest that Ipa grabbed it, 
whacked it against a tree, and flung it 
into the river. 

Then more transcribing of taped texts 
for me, while the Indians continued 
their weed-clearing. Lunch was smoked 
wild pig, boiled sweet potatoes, roasted 
corn, and coffee. Afterwards I bathed, 
washed dishes and clothes again while 
nearly everyone in the place set off in 
search of wild honey. Mintaka sits now 
in her hammock and gazes into space; 
Rachel, Val, and two little boys bathe in 
the river. 

I-worked some more on the recorded 
songs, then Rachel came for our daily 
reading (Hebrews at present) and 
prayer together. 
empty-handed from the honey hunt. 

The plane came about three o’clock, 
bringing a new radio which floated 
safely to earth in a large yellow para- 
chute. It is a transistor type, five times 
as powerful as the old one, slightly 
lighter in weight, built by Kermit 
Beougher of HCJB. The Aucas stood 
around enthralled as usual while I 
opened all the stuff—beef, butter, bread, 
lemons, mayonnaise (a gift from Katie 
Parsons, MAF pilot’s wife! “Hmmm 
Wa!”—“It stinks!” was the Aucas’ com- 
ment), powdered milk, candles, frozen 
strawberries (a gift from the Woods), 
cheese, and mail. The Indians immedi- 
ately grabbed any magazines, zipped 
through them with appropriate com- 
ments, wanted to know from whom 
each letter came, what its contents 
were, and whether I had seen the 
writer; collected all discarded envelopes 
for “hats” or to “write on.” 

Supper was a feast, as usual on air- 
plane days. Then we all worked on the 
airstrip awhile, rolling logs over the 
bank. 

Evening brought, the Aucas into my 
house again while I was having reading 
and prayer with Val. Gingatae threw 





The crowd returned. 
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himself into my hammock to share the 
affection Val- was getting. He is about 
nine, a charming child. The Aucas were 
eager to hear the tape I had received 


from the family in the States. “Now 
who is talking? What does he say? 
Why do you laugh? Your brother? 
What is his name? I can’t hear that 
name. Say it again. Now who is talk- 
ing?” 

Now they have retired and I am left 
alone with my hammock,, candle, fire, 
and mail—not to mention a dear little 
girl asleep on the bamboo slab beside 
me, her gold hair shining in the candle- 
glow. .What a gift of God! What a God 
—to deal with us mortals with such 
mercy and such judgment! (End diary 
quote.) 

And so it goes. ‘Sunday comes and 
Dayuma gathers the group together to 
tell about God. One Sunday she asked 
to see the hands of those who wanted to 
believe. Several girls said, “I do.” 
Gimari,. her sister, said, “I remember 
everything.” Dayuma’s old mother held 
up two hands. “I understand this many 
things. And this many things I believe.” 
In other words she believed all that she 
is able to understand. Keep praying 
for those young people who have 
claimed to believe. We look for that 
genuine fruit which genuine faith 
‘should produce. Pray for the old 
women like Akawu (Dayuma’s mother) 
who find it so difficult to pay attention 
to a story which seems to them so re- 
mote. Only the Father of Spirits can, 
by His own Spirit, relate it to their own 
hearts’ need, and give them understand- 
ing. 

And now I am going to be leaving the 
beloved Aucas, and the Quichuas, for a 

«while. Valerie and I are on our way to 
the States. No special reason, unless the 
Lord’s clear word of direction may be 
called “special.” 

As I look back over these years in 
Ecuador with all that they have held 
(the study of four languages, marriage, 
the birth of a child, widowhood, the 
entrance into the Auca tribe, and ever 
so many other things) I realize that my 
thinking regarding what constitutes a 
“missionary” has had to be completely 
revamped. My ideas about the carrying 
on of “missionary work” have utterly 
changed. My attitude to the Indian has 
changed. All that I formerly thought of 
as synonymous with home, American 
culture, the twentieth-century Church, 
has had to be re-examined. Things 
which I knew before, I no longer know. 


Conclusions which I had drawn have 


proved to be quite inconclusive. Ques- 
tions which a few years ago I could 
have answered quite easily are now un- 
answerable. 

One thing I know: as God said to 
Moses (four times in the first eight 
verses of Exodus 6), “I am the Lord.” 
What, after all, is the whole purpose of 
all that life brings us, if not to bring us 
to Him? The recognition and deepen- 
ing apprehension of who-He is will 
change us into the “same image.” Mis- 
sionary work is generally supposed to 
bring men to Christ. Only God knows 
what part of.my missionary career’ has 
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contributed to this end. But much in 
that career has brought me to Christ. 
And for this no words suffice to express 
the thanksgiving in my heart. 

_ “I have become absolutely convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither mes- 
senger of heaven nor monarch of earth, 
neither what happens today nor what 
may happen tomorrow, neither a power 
from on high nor a power from below, 
nor anything else in God’s whole world 
has any power to separate us from the 
love of God in Jesus. Christ our Lord!” 

(Romans 8:38, 39, Phillips’ translation.) 
Yours in the bonds of the 
love described above, 

Betty: ELLIOT 
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Traveling With Fellow Christians 
to Faraway Places 


ANY Christian people have suffi- 
cient of this world’s goods to be 
able not only to attend to their respon- 
sibilities in sending out the Good News 
both at home and abroad, but also to 
enjoy the wonderful opportunities of 
travel. Others cannot do so because of 
economic hindrances, or because of just 
plain indifference to the world about 
them, as represented by the one of 
whom John Joy Bell wrote in his “On 
the Quay”: 
I’ve never traveled for more ’n a day, 
I never was one to roam, 
But I likes to sit on the busy quay, 
Watchin’ the ships that say to me— 


“Always somebody goin’ away, 
Somebody gettin’ home.” 


Many of the readers and friends of 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Tres have for 
years asked for and have enjoyed the 
privilege of traveling with other Chris- 
tians to Alaska and,to Hawaii and once, 
years ago, to Palestine. For many years 
the Times has sponsored such tours, 
and friends and readers keep asking 
for them. Aside from seeing new places, 
these folks desire Christian fellowship, 
and this is always the high spot of 
every tour. Many have been asking 
for tours to the West Indies in winter, 
to Europe, and to the Holy Land. 

Now the Times is glad to be able to 
announce to its readers and friends a 
nineteen-day winter cruise to the West 
Indies and South America at a time 
when our winters at home are for the 
most part inclement. The tour will 
start from New York City on February 
17, 1960, and will return thereto March 
7. Almost overnight the party will be 
transported from winter scenes to the 
tropical waters of the Caribbean by 
the beautiful SS Empress of England, 
a Canadian Pacific liner equipped with 
every convenience for the comfort -and 
enjoyment of passengers. The steamer 
is a big five-deck liner of 25,500 tons, 
640 feet long, with four elevators, many 
public rooms, and two swimming pools. 
It is air-conditioned throughout. Din- 
ing is more than an art aboard the 
Empress of England—it is an experience 
not to be missed. Canadian Pacific 
chefs, wise in the preparation of tropi- 
cal delicacies, take advantage of the 
freshly purchased specialties, and excel 


(Continued on page 19) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





INSTEIN’S Atheistic Attitude—The 

annual New Year’s issue of the 
Jewish Chronicle (October 2) has an 
extended discussion, “Albert Einstein 
and Israel,” by Abba Eban, the former 
Israeli ambassador to the United States. 
The author enters with some detail into 
the subject of his official approach to Al- 
bert Einstein, late in 1952 immediately 
following the death of Dr. Weizmann, 
President of Israel, on the possibility 
of his accepting the presidency of the 
State of Israel. The invitation was 
declined. 

We should remember, however, that 
Einstein was an atheist. He did not 
believe in a personal God, and certainly 
did not believe in the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. How strange that 
the new State of Israel, the very name 
of which means “Prince with God” now 
established in the Holy Land, the land 
of promise, should think so little of 
faith in the living and true God that it 
could offer the highest position in the 
land to a man who did not even believe 
in God! And let no-one try to mini- 
mize Einstein’s atheistic attitude by 
quoting some phrase of his regarding 
the mysterious power resident in the 
atom, etc., 
world function. This is worse than 
pantheism: pantheism identifies God 
with the world of nature, but Einstein’s 
position gave to nature itself the at- 
tributes of deity and denied there was 
a personal God. 


Genesis and Legislation—I would not 
be dogmatic about this, but it would 
seem that the Book of Genesis has 
more influence in twentieth century 
discussions of laws touching religious 
subjects than any other book in the 
Bible, even the Book of Exodus, with 
the Decalogue. By this I mean legis- 
lation in general, and legislative dis- 
cussion in the western world, not 
merely observance by Jews of the Le- 
vitical Law. When the question of Je- 
rusalem and the boundaries of Israel, 
arose in the United Nations a few years 
ago, Jewish scholars continually re- 
ferred to the promises made to the 
patriarchs in the Book of Genesis, re- 
garding God’s intention that Israel 
should perpetually possess that land. 

More recently the Book of Genesis 
has been introduced into the considera- 
tion of a legal problem in the State of 
Pennsylvania. A suit has been brought 
by two members of a discount house 
in Allentown, Pa., in which they are 
attempting to prove unconstitutional 
the recently amended Sunday Blue 
Laws of the State of Pennsylvania. 
They have chosen to represent them 
Dr. Sidney Hoenig, Professor of History 
at Yeshiva University, who argued be- 
fore the judges not only that Saturday 
was the Jewish Sabbath, and these peo- 
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Sunday also. a Christian day, and there- 
by lose two days of business a week, 
but that it was Saturday, the seventh 
day of the week which was set aside in 
the Book of Genesis. Moreover, he 
claimed that in the early days of the 
Christian Church, the followers of 
Christ observed Saturday as well as 
Sunday, Sunday being a day of wor- 
ship and Saturday a-day of rest. Dr. 
Hoenig further insisted that it was not 
until the eighth century that church 
authorities dominated civil officials and 
forced the observance of Sunday as the 
Sabbath. 

Inasmuch as‘ the Bible tells Jewish 
people to work six days a week and 
rest on the seventh, argued Dr. Hoenig, 
if they are forced to rest on the seventh 
day of one week and the first day of 
the week following, they will be forced 
to disregard the Bible’s orders. No de- 
cision has been rendered on this ques- 
tion as yet. 


The Consummation of Jewish History. 
—As many know, the learned, widely 
quoted historian, Dr. Arnold J. Toynbee, 
has often written of the Jews in a most 
unsympathetic manner, and has been 
severely criticized for his statements, 
some of which are based on ignorance 
of Jewish history. (“Ignorance” is .a 
word we rarely use when speaking of 
Toynbee.) This makes the more sig- 
nificant the conclusion of his remark- 
able article, “Jewish History and the 
Jewish Future,” in the London Jewish 
Chronicle for October 2 of this year. 
Toynbee calls the Jewish dispersion 
“the wave of the future,” and adds, 
“The spiritual bond that unites and 
maintains the Jewish Diaspora is Isa- 
iah’s vision of the character of God. 
But this just and loving ‘one true God’ 
cannot be merely the God of a single 
community. He must be the God of all 
men. Therefore, the true Jewish mis- 
sion during these last twenty-five hun- 
dred years must surely have been not 
the preservation of the Jewish people’s 
communal identity, but the conversion 
of the rest of mankind to the worship 
of Isaiah’s God.” 

The historian then concludes, “As I 
see the Jewish future, this lies in 
preaching to mankind, at long last, the 
religion of Isaiah in its original pu- 
rity.” Much of this is accoyding to the 
divinely revealed purpose for Israel in 
the Holy Scriptures. But Toynbee 
makes a strange final statement: “This 
means receiving Gentile converts into 
the Jewish community as full members 
of it; and that means transforming the 
world-wide Jewish Diaspora into a 
world-wide religious association tran- 
scending the ethnic distinction between 
Jew and Gentile. Would not this be 
the true consummation of Jewish his- 
tory?” ; 

No, it would not be. The divinely in- 





tended consummation of Jewish history 
is that these people will see the Messiah 
whom they have pierced, and will re- 
ceive Him as Saviour. The divine end 
of Jewish history is that all Israel will 
be saved. Of course Toynbee could not 
mention Jesus Christ in the Jewish 
Chronicle—and I do not know if he 
would if he could—but there is no 


way of accurately appraising the future. 


of Israel without including the person 
and work of Christ.. Salvation is of 
the Jews, but it is Christ’s salvation. 


Presbyterian Laymen for Sound Doc- 
trine and Responsible Leadership is an 
organization that has just been formed 
in the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
made up of Presbyterian laymen ‘who 
are determined, if possible, to over- 
throw what they refer to as “the ec- 
clesiastical machine of liberal ministers 
which has gained control of the leader- 
ship of the church.” . 

The following statement is included 
in the announcement: “We are con- 
vinced that the time has come when 
the members of our church must make 
a decision as to whether we are going 
to have a Bible-centered, spiritual mes- 
sage and program for our church, or 
are we going to let these liberal min- 
isters change the church into a political 
and social service organization. 

“The liberals, in both their views 
and programs, are taking the church 
into political, economic, and social is- 
sues which an overwhelming majority 
of the members are opposed to, and in 
which they are convinced the church 
has no right to speak for them as indi- 
vidual members.” 


The “Church of England Newspaper,” 
with a circulation of about 20,000, which 
since its founding has favored the high 


_church position, has recently changed 


ownership. “The newspaper has been 
bought in partnership by Mr. John 
Cordle, the prospective Conservative 
candidate for Bournemouth East and 
Christchurch, who is a director of a 
family linen business and a member of 
Lloyd’s, and Mr. Alfred Owen, the Mid- 
lands industrialist who played a large 
part in the development of the B.R.M. 
racing car, and who is chairman of Dr. 
Barnardo’s Homes. 

“Mr. Cordle was a member of the 
Church Assembly from 1946 to 1953. 
Mr. Owen is a lay preacher. Neither 
has had experience of editing, and they 
have invited the Rev. John C. King, 
vicar of Christ Church, ‘Ware [Herts, 
Eng.], to edit the paper. If he accepts, 
Mr. King, who writes regularly for re- 
ligious papers, will take up his post in 
the new year.” 

The announcement in the London 
Times says: “In describing editorial pol- 
icy, Mr. Cordle said that the paper 
would encourage a more positive evan- 
gelism within the Church of England. 
‘We think a more.down to earth 
viewpoint should be taken on practical 
issues such as divorce, the whole ques- 
tion of discipline within the framework 
of the home and family life, and the 
Church’s attitude to national matters 
of importance.’ ” 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 17. THE GOSPEL VERSUS LEGALISM 


Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-16; printed text, Acts 15:1, 2, 12-21 
Golden Text.—A man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ.—Gal. 2:16 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Acts 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judaea 
taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after 
the manner’ of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 

2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissen- 
sion and disputation with them, they determined that Paul 
and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to 
Jerusalem unto the a nianad and elders oes this question. 


12 Then all the multitude po dunes. = gave audience 
to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders 
God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. 

13 And after they had held their peace, James answered, 
saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 

14 Simeon hath declared how God at.the first did visit the 
to take out of them a people for. his name. 
15 And to this agree the words of‘the prophets; as it is 


Gentiles, 


written, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


CTS 15 describes the first great 

controversy in the history of the 

church. It was critical and se- 
vere. But it produced a statement by 
the Jerusalem assembly which has be- 
come the Magna Charta of Christian lib- 
erty, an emancipation proclamation 
which thrills the soul. 

On the one hand were the legalists, 
steeped in Mosaic tradition (cf. vv. 1, 
5). God had given to Abraham the 
rite of circumcision, a sign and seal 
that he and his descendants were the 
peculiar people of God. For almost 
2,000 years orthodox Jews had observed 
the custom. The Law of Moses, given 
about 500 years after Abraham, had 
not eliminated circumcision. It had sim- 
ply revealed the will of God for His 
covenant people. 

Now Christ had come and saved His 
people from their sins. The free offer 
of the Gospel was extended to Gentiles 
as well as Jews. Why should not the 
new converts be compelled to conform 
to rites and laws which had been: in 
vogue for so many centuries? Why 
should exceptions to the God-ordained 
procedure be made? 

The Jerusalem Council (A.D. 50) met 
the situation with courage and in the 
Holy Spirit. Its verdict was clear: the 
only way of salvation is through grace 
by faith plus nothing (v. 11). 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 15:1—*“. .. certain men... from 
Judaea taught the brethren .. . Except 
ye be circumcised after the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be saved.” “Manner” 
means “custom.” Circumcision was part 
of the Mosaic order. A delegation from 
Jerusalem came to Antioch of Syria 
insisting that observance of this rite 


16 After this I will return, and will build again the taber- 


nacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again 
the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 


17 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and 


of the world. 


all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the 
Lord, who doeth all these things. 
18 Known unto God are all his works from the beginning 


19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, 


which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 

20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from 
pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things 
strangled, and from blood. 

21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that 
preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
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bd we we ve 


was a condition of salvation. Later 
the demand would be expanded so as 
to include the keeping of the Mosaic 
Law (cf. 15:5). This was a challenge 
to the simplicity of salvation by faith 
apart from works. 

Verse 2.—“When .. . Paul and Barna- 
bas had . . . dissension and disputation 
with them, they determined that Paul 
and Barnabas, and certain other . . 
should go up to Jerusalem unto the 
apostles and elders about this question.” 
“Dissension” means “a very heated ar- 
‘gument.” While the Antioch assembly 
was becoming increasingly prominent, 
Jerusalem was still the “mother 
church.” The apostles had been with 
the Lord Jesus; their experience and 
advice would be invaluable. The “cer- 
tain other” may have included people 
mentioned in 11:20, 21 or 13:1. 

Verse 12.—“. all the multitude 
kept silence gave audience to 
Barnabas and Paul, declaring what mir- 
acles and wonders God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by them.” The si- 
lence was due to the effectiveness of 
Peter’s address (15:7-11) and to antici- 
pation of the messages of Barnabas 
and Paul. The latter’ had already 
spoken to the Jerusalem leaders about 
their missionary experiences (15:4). 
Now a larger group hears their testi- 
mony. The point stressed was that God 
had intervened miraculously among the 
Gentiles on the basis of the simple 
Gospel of grace. Why trouble them 
with legal customs? 

Verse 13.—“And . . . James answered 

. Men and brethren, hearken unto 
me . .’ James, traditionally called 
the Just,, spoke last and summed up 








Dr. Woodbridge has prepared printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies o the New Tes- 
ent Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
a owe folder to The NEWS, Curwens- 
ville, Pa, 





the discussion. He was the Lord’s 
brother (cf. Matt. 13:55) and the leader 
of the Jerusalem church (cf. Acts 12: 
17; Gal. 1:19; 2:9, 12). 

Verse 14.—“‘Simeon hath declared how 
God at the first did visit the Gentiles, 
to take out of them a people for his 
name.” James refers to Peter’s speech 
(15:7-11); the Hebrew name “Simeon” 
is used, for James is addressing He- 
brew Christians. The reference is to 
Peter’s visit to Cornelius’s home where 
Gentiles were saved (10:1, 34-48). God 
was now doing something new. The 
Jews had hitherto been regarded ex- 
clusively as God’s -people. But now 
from the despised Gentiles another 
“people,” saved by grace, was coming 
to the Lord. 

Verse 15.—*. to this agree the 
words of the prophets; as it is written 

. .’ Gentile believers should be wel- 
comed into fellowship because (1) the 
Lord had revealed to Peter their ac- 
ceptability; (2) He had confirmed 
their inclusion by: miracles, in the case 
of the mission of Barnabas and Paul; 
(3) and, to cap it all, Old Testament 
prophecy predicted that Gentiles would 
share in the blessings of the Gospel. 

Verse 16.—“‘After this I will return 

. will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down . . ., I will 
build again the ruins . . . will set it 
up...” The quotation is from Amos 
9:11, 12. The prophet discusses the fu- 
ture. He describes (1) the process of 
calling out men .unto salvation; (2) 
the ruined condition of the Davidic 
(Hebrew) system (Israel and Judah 
had gone into captivity centuries 
before James’s remarks); (3) the ulti- 
mate return of Israel’s Messiah to re- 
store the Davidic line (this of course 
will take place when Christ comes 
back to earth to reign). 


Verse 17.—“That the residue of men 
might seek after the Lord, and all the 





10 (10) 


Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 
saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things.” The “residue of men” were 
those who were not Jews. The Gentiles, 
according to Amos’s prophecy, would 
in due course call upon Israel’s God. 
If this is to occur at Christs ‘return, 
why should not Amos’s prediction be 
fulfilled in a preliminary way in the 
days when God was still calling out a 
people, i.e., in the days of the Jerusalem 
council? 


Verse 18.—“‘Known unto:God are all 
his works from the beginning of the 
world.” A more literal translation is 
“the Lord who doeth (or maketh) these 
things known from of old” (“from the 
age”). The thought is that the Al- 
mighty is steadily revealing and fulfill- 
ing His eternal will. His purpose 
embraces the centuries, and of course in- 
cludes the Gentiles’ participation in the 
benefits of the Gospel. 


Verse 19.—‘Wherefore my sentence 
is, that we trouble not them, which 
from among the Gentiles are turned to 
God.” “My sentence is” is literally “I 
judge.” James submitted his verdict 
to the assembly, not in dictatorial fash- 
ion, but expecting their assent and co- 
operation (cf. 15:22). “To trouble” 
means “to worry” or to “harass,” i.e., 
in this instance, “to lay excessive bur- 
dens upon.” 

Verse 20—“But that we write unto 
them, that they abstain from pollutions 
of idols .. . fornication . . things 
strangled blood.” This was the 
first general letter to the churches. Ab- 
stinence from the four forbidden prac- 
tices was not a condition but rather 
the fruit of salvation. For Old Testa- 
ment prohibitions consult Genesis 9:4; 
Leviticus 3:17; 7:26; 17:13, 14; Deuter- 
onomy 12:16. Compare Acts 15:28, 29. 


Verse 21.—“For Moses of old time 
hath in every city them that preach 
him, being read in the synagogues every 
sabbath day.” “Of old time” is “of 
ancient generations.” For years He- 
brews had read Moses’ writings in their 
Synagogue services of worship. They 
had been taught that the four items 
listed in 15:20 were wrong. Why should 
new Gentile Christians offend God in 
the area of moral purity (fornication), 
or their Hebrew neighbors in the area 
of ceremonial custom? 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The two central thoughts in the gen- 
eral letter (15:20, 23, 30) of the Jeru- 
salem :council are Christian liberty and 
charity. 

Liberty. The champions of Christian 
freedom were Peter, Barnabas, and Paul. 
Peter reminded his audience that his 
visit to the home of the Gentile Cor- 
nelius was of God (15:7; see 10:19, 20). 
The Holy Spirit came upon Gentile 
believers in Caesarea (15:8; see 10:44), 
just as He had upon Hebrew Christians 
previously. Obviously then from the 
divine point of view uncircumcised 
Gentiles were as acceptable to the Lord 
as were circumcised Hebrews. There 
was “no difference” (15:9) spiritually 
between. them. Why then should the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


2. January 10.—Strengthening New 
RR ARE EE Acts 14 


Next Week’s Lesson 


4. January 24.—The Converting Power 
of the Gospel. Acts 15:36 to 
16:40; Philippians 2:12-18 








church compel Gentiles to be circum- , 


cised when God was welcoming them 
in their uncircumcision? 

Barnabas and Paul then spoke. They 
repeated their report given previously 
in Antioch (14:27) and in Jerusalem 
(15:4), stressing the fact that God had 
put His approval upon their ministry 
to uncircumcised Gentiles by granting 
them miraculous powers (15:12). Was 
that not adequate proof that circum- 
cision was unnecessary for Gentile be- 
lievers? 

James, brother of Christ, summed up 
the matter by an appeal to the Old 
Testament. Amos, he declared, clearly 
predicted the inclusion of Gentiles in 
God’s saving purposes (v. 17). Why 
then force them to adopt the distinctly 
Hebrew ceremony of circumcision? 

Charity. The matter seemed to be 
settled. But James was wise as well 
as orthodox. He suggested that while 
the Gentiles should not be annoyed 
by excessive legislation, at the same 
time they should be warned to abstain 
from conduct which might cause the 
Hebrews to stumble. 

The Council singled out and prohib- 
ited four practices which were par- 
ticularly offensive (vv. 20, 29). The 
purpose of these prohibitions was not 
to put the Gentiles under a yoke of 
bondage. They were forever free in 
the liberty of Christ. It was rather to 
remind them of God’s holy will (versus 
fornication) and of their duty to be 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


PON what did the Jerusalem op- 
ponents of salvation by grace alone 
insist? 

2. Why did the Antioch believers 
decide to send a delegation to Jeru- 
salem to consider the question? 

3. What four spokesmen vigorously 
defended salvation by grace alone? 

4. What in general was the argument 
of the first three speakers? 

5. Who was the James of Acts 15:13? 

6. To the writing of what Old Testa- 
ment prophet did he appeal in defend- 
ing the free offer of salvation to 
Gentiles? 

7. From what four objectionable 
things were the Gentile Christians to 
abstain? 

8. What were the reasons for such 
abstention? 

9. What two men accompanied Paul 
and Barnabas to Antioch, and what 
spiritual gift did they possess? 

10. What reception did the letter from 
the Jerusalem church have in Antioch? 


(Answers on page 14) 
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helpful and charitable toward their He- 
brew neighbors (versus eating tainted 
food). They were to enjoy their free- 
dom, but, in the interests of thoughtful 
kindliness, not to parade or flaunt it 
before others. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The occasion of the Jerusalem Coun- 
cil (Acts 15: 1-6) 

2. The spokesmen at the Jerusalem 
Council (vv. 7-18) 

3. The verdict of the Jerusalem Coun- 
cil (vv. 19-29) 

4. The return to Antioch (vv. 30-35) 


Topics for Development 

Peter’s Later Visit to Antioch. Some 
time after Peter’s eloquent address at 
Jerusalem in defense of Christian lib- 
erty he visited Antioch. There he 
entered into fellowship with Gentile 
believers, putting into practice the prin- 
ciples he had advocated at the Council. 

But soon other representatives from 
the Jerusalem assembly joined him in 
Antioch. Upon their arrival Peter 
changed his tune! He withdrew from 
the Gentiles! His example became con- 
tagious. Even Barnabas, another Jeru- 
salem spokesman, was influenced and 
began to compromise. A sad situation 
indeed, until Paul intervened—Paul the 
formidable, unmovable defender of the 
faith. He withstood Peter to the face 
and summoned him back to the path- 
way of Christian liberty from which 
he was straying. For the fascinating 
Story read Galatians 2:11-16. ; 


Practical Applications 

Outward form! So many _ seem 
tempted to take their gaze from the 
lovely face of the Lord Jesus and to 
focus it exclusively upon externalities 
—joining something or observing some- 
thing perhaps important, but not really 
vital. In the light of Acts 15:1, Gala- 
tians 5:6 is a tonic. 

The sign of our acceptance with God 
is not outward regularity or conform- 
ity, but the inward sealing of the Holy 
Spirit (cf. 15:8). 

Enjoy your liberty in Christ (cf. Gal. 
5:1). Never surrender it. Grace alone, 
not law, is the entrance to Heaven. 
Faith alone, not works, justifies the soul. 

But, oh, how we need wisdom lest 
our liberty become a stumbling block 
to others! All things may be lawful, 
but “all things are not expedient” (1 
Cor. 10:23). The believer who is walk- 
ing in close fellowship with his Lord 
gladly and voluntarily restrains the ex- 
ercise of his freedom in Christ, if there 
is a danger that some weaker brother 
might be offended by his example (cf. 
1 Cor. 8: 10-13). 

Is it not wonderful to know how at 
the Jerusalem Council God protected, 
shielded, and clarified the precious doc- 
trine of salvation through faith? No 
matter how believers assail it, our Lord 
will guard His deposit of truth forever. 


Golden Text 

Gal. 2:16—“A man is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Jesus Christ.” The meaning is “faith 
in Jesus Christ.” A person is accepted 
as righteous by God, not on the ground 
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of his deeds, but simply because he is 
trusting Christ as his Saviour. The 
context of this verse is revealing. Paul 
had just rebuked Peter for compromis- 
ing the doctrine of Christian liberty 
(cf. Gal. 2:11). Now he emphatically 
reasserts the sublime truth that faith 
alone is the way to salvation. 


Meni, Pa. 


bd 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... except ye be circumcised ... ye 
cannot be saved” (Acts 15:1).—What a 
shock the Apostle Paul received when 
he heard the men from Judea dog- 
matically utter such words! 

It would not be drawing too much on 
sanctified imagination to imagine Paul 
asking them this question: “Do you 
mean that Barnabas and I must return 
to Antioch in Pisidia and to Iconium, 
Lystra, amd Derbe, and tell the many 
Gentiles in those ‘places who believed 
and who know they are saved by grace, 
that we were sincerely, mistaken; and 
that it is essential that they be circum- 
cised to be saved?” 

When the Judaisers would reply, 
“Precisely so!” one could almost hear 
the apostle answer: “We are not going 
to do it. We should rather go and tell 
them that if they submit to the rite of 
circumcision for salvation, Christ shall 
profit them nothing, and they make 
themselves debtors to do the whole 
law” (Gal. 5:2). From thenceforth they 
would be expected to observe all the 
regulations regarding the seventh-day 
Sabbath; also those pertaining to diet 
(Deut. 14) and to apparel, farming, 
and the like (Deut. 22:9-12). 

It is no wonder that there was, as 
the Amplified New Testament puts it, 
“no small disagreement and discussion 
with them”! The very “truth of the 
gospel” was at stake! Paul was not a 
peace-at-any-price man when the fun- 
damentals of Christianity were in the 
balance. 

“. . they determined that Paul and 
Barnabas . . . should go up to Jeru- 
salem .. .” (Acts 15:2).—In addition 
to this decision of the Antioch assem- 
bly, Paul received a divine revelation 
that he was to go to Jerusalem (Gal. 
2:2). The Lord definitely wanted him 
where this important matter would be 
considered and settled. 

Paul knew, therefore, that he was 
not to exert his apostolic authority and 
settle the matter in Antioch. Such ac- 
tion on his part would cause division 
between himself and the other apostles. 

“Behind these persons from Judea 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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looms the shadow of Jerusalem and 
the twelve, the primal seat of author- 
ity; and in fact it is of God that this 
matter shall be settled there, so that 
there may be no possibility of cavil 
any more. Jerusalem is to be the place 
of settlement, just because the Jewish 
yoke is to be finally and forever taken 
off the necks of the Gentiles, and no 
other hands could do it so well” (Nu- 
merical Bible). 

“Then all the multitude kept silence, 
and gave audience to Barnabas and 
Paul” (Acts 15:12).—Their reception in 
Jerusalem was cordial, and they had 
the opportunity of declaring “all things 
that God had done with them.” This 
afforded the two apostles the chance 
to show how the Holy Spirit wrought 

~ the conversion of the uncircumcised 
Gentiles. 

The Pharisees lost no time in assert- 
ing that it was needful to circumcise 
the Gentiles and to command them to 
keep the Law of Moses! 

Proselytizing Pharisees: never seem 
to lack zeal (Matt. 23:15). But, “Blind 
zeal can only do harm” (Lichtwer). 
“We are often moved with passion, and 
we think it to be zeal” (Thomas 
a Kempis). 

It must have come as a surprise to 
these Pharisees to have Peter—of all 
persons—after there had been much 
disputing, rise up and prove from his 
experience in the home of Cornelius 
that God cleanses hearts by faith, not 
by a ceremonial rite. To their amaze- 
ment, they actually heard Peter say, 
“But we believe that through the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ we ,[Jews] 
shall be saved, even as they [the Gen- 
tiles].” ‘ 

No wonder the multitude kept silence 
when they saw Barnabas and Paul rise 
up to declare “what miracles and won- 
ders God had wrought among the Gen- 
tiles by them.” 

Miracles and wonders can only be 
wrought by the power of the Holy 
Spirit; and since they were wrought 
among the Gentiles, it was manifest 
that God had approved the conversion 
of the uncircumcised. 

“And after they had held their peace, 
James answered ...” (Acts 15:13).—His 
message was what would be called a 
clincher, today. 
astonishing word; and _ then - quoted 
Scripture td6 prove that God’s program 
for the present is to visit the Gentiles 
and take out of them a people for His 
name. 

And then James gave his sentence, 
or judgment: “That we trouble not 
them, which from among the Gentiles 
are turned to God.” Thus, the matter 
was settled. Gentiles and Jews are 
saved by grace—not by observance of 
the ceremonial law of Moses! 

“Knowing that a man is not justified 
by the works of the law, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ...” (Gal. 2:16).— 
The knowledge of the simplicity of 
God’s way of salvation imparts a deep 
satisfaction to the believing soul. Faith 
in Jesus Christ who died for our sins 
and rose for our justification does it! 


He seconded Peter’s _ 
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Truly happy is the person who can 
say, “I have believed in Jesus Christ 
that I might be justified by faith.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“I Will Sing of My Redeemer” — 
“Tis the Promise of God” 
“Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee for 
“the love that drew salvation’s plan” 
and “the grace that brought it down to 
man.” Use this lesson to show us that 
no ceremony and no goodness of ours 
can answer for our sins and put us 
right with Thee, but that only Christ 
can wash our sins away. We thank 
Thee that He does it for all who turn 
from sin to Him. If any of us have not 
done that, help‘us to do it now, praying: 


Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling. 


Lord Jesus, we thank Thee for dying 
for us, we trust in Thy redeeming blood 
and would give our ransomed lives back 
to Thee, “henceforth to live, O Christ, 
for Thee alone.” Make this the heart 
purpose of each one of us and enable 
us to carry it out to Thy glory and the 
blessing of many. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The truth taught 
in this lesson is put in a nutshell for 
us in the Golden Text: “A man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but 
by the faith of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 2:16). 
It- needs explaining that “justified” 
means “reckoned righteous,” also that 
“works of the law” means things done 
to obey the'‘laws God gave through 
Moses. “The faith of Jesus Christ” 
means faith that rests in Him; not 
Christ’s faith in God, but our faith in 
Christ. This then is what the Golden 


- Text tells us: “A man is reckoned right- 





Sinners Are Saved 


NOT EREMONY 
NOR HARACTER 
BUT HRIST 











eous, not by doing what God’s law re- 
quires, but by trusting in Jesus Christ.” 

This will not interest you unless you 
have felt anxious about your sins and 
longed to be sure God forgives and for- 
gets them. But to anyone anxious to 
get right with God, this text says that 
no good works of ours, nor any religious 
ceremonies can answer for our sins. 
But since Christ died for our sins, we 
have but to trust ourselves to Him as 
our Saviour and then God reckons us 
righteous instead of sinful. If you want 
God to see you as though you had never 
sinned, then from your heart pray: 


Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
d that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
\ —Charlotte Elliott 


CaLcary, ALTA., Can. 
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At Last- a Hospitaliz: 


To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization 
Policy, which will pay you $100 a week from your first day in the 
hospital, and will continue paying as long as you are there, even for 
life! 


If you do not drink, and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our nation’s 
No. 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart disease and 
cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to infection and 
are naturally sick more often and sick longer than those who do not 
drink. Why should you help pay for their hospitalization? 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and very finest 
hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because the Gold 
Star Policy is offered only to non-drinkers. With this policy, you 
receive $100 a week from the first day and as long as you remain in 
the hospital! This money is paid you in cash to be used for rent, food, 
hospital, or doctor bills—anything you wish. Your policy cannot be 
cancelled by the company no matter how long you remain in the 
hospital or how often you are sick. And the present low rate on your 
policy can never be raised simply because you get old, or have too 
many claims, but only in the event of a general rate adjustment up 
or down for all policyholders! 


One out of every seven people will spend some time in the hospital 
this year. Every day, over 32,000 people enter the hospital for the 
first time! No one knows whose turn will be next, whether yours or 
mine. But we do know that a fall on the sidewalk or stairs in your 


Check These Remarkable Features: 






Pays $100 Weekly from FIRST Ho 


home, or some sudden illness, could put you in the hospital 
or months, and could cost thousands of dollars. 








How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital 
doctor bills and expensive drugs and medicines? Many fol 
car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly 
the rest of, their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen 
please don’t gamble! 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy 

With a Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization 
would receive $100 per week in cash as long as you rem 
hospital. Even if you are already covered by another polic 
Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and pay in additit 
present policy. 
The $100 a week plan costs just $4 for the first month’s] 
for each adult; age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve f 
For each child under age 19, the cost is $3 for a month’s 
And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the cost is only 


















Many folks who already carry some hospitalization will 
the $400 per week Gold Siar Policy. However, some w 
have good coverage elsewhere might want only $50 a week 
protection to use as supplemental coverage, and this is 4 
just $2 a month, or $20 per year. Children under 19 m 
coverage for only: $1.50 per month;-and for folks over 65 
$3 per month. This policy is identical with the $100 po 
that it pays $50 per week, and the additional benefits for 
death and loss of eye, leg, or arm are of course half as 
still $1,000 and $3,000. 
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Additional Benefi 







@ Guaranteed renewable. (Only you can © Immediate coverage! Full benefits go Pays $2,000 cash for any kind of accid 
cancel) into effect noon of the day your policy occurring off the job. - Exa 
© Good in any hospital anywhere in the is issued. a = 
world! (Including missionary hospi- © No limit on number of times you can Pays $2,080 cash for lees of one arm, & a dh 
tals) collect. ? of one eye. age 
© Pays in additi ther hospital — 
sl ganic seSipasedagaa ee testa @ Pays from the very first day in hos- Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or Mp Cnou 
insurance you may carry. ’ - BWe trus 
ee é pital. or both legs. 
@ All benefits paid directly to you in cash! . ; me soo! 
© No health examination necessary. * No policy fees or enrollment fees! Pays double the above amounts (up.to $m" that 
© No automatic age termination. ® Ten-day money-back guarantee! specified travel accidents! coveré 
Only Conditions Not Covered: The World Mutual Health@t Insu 
Following are the only conditions this policy does not cover: World Mutual has been operating since 1927 and is rated MBis only | 
Pregnancy, childbirth or miscarriage; suicide; any act of war; pre- Excellent (highest rating available) by Dunne’s Insurance RepOssociate: 
existing conditions; Workmen’s Compensation cases; or hospitaliza- the world’s largest policyholder’s reporting service. World Muli, enlaces 
tion caused by the use of alcoholic beverages or narcotics. Every- is in a very strong financial position with over $2 of assets 
thing else IS covered! each $1 of liabilities! (The average of the 25 largest companiesgeial Hos; 


This plan offered exclusively by DE MOSS 
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i721 Plan for Non- Drinkers Only 
ST for LIFE! 


Senior Citizens Policy 


Those over 65 frequently find it difficult to get hospitalization 
, er insurance. De Moss Associates offer a special Senior Citizens Policy 
ospital Christian Leaders Say: for those between 65 and 100 at only $6 per month, or $60 per 
year, offering identically the same liberal benefits as the standard 
; policy. Those taking out a policy before 65 pay only the standard 
pital Dr. Walter L. Wilson, beloved conference $4 per month rate even after they reach 65. 
y fol speaker: “The program which has been initiated 
by my beloved friend, Arthur De Moss, is a 
ssly i splendid one. He is a man of vision and integrity, 
and has undertaken a service which should prove 
ppen to be a real blessing to large numbers of people. Q U S Md C 0) U Dp '@) N N 0 W 
I am sure that the blessing of the Lord will be 
upon this effort, and I shall feel free to happily 
recommend it.” 
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“asy TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 
eet APPLICATION TO =. SST 160 
policy Dr. J. Palmer Muntz, President Winona Lake World Mutual Health and Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. ! 
additi Bible Conference: “For years I have been hoping , 


that someone would provide accident and hospital- 
ization insurance at the lower rates warranted by 
non-drinkers. I am glad that such a plan has 





onth’s finally been developed by my very good personal 
ve friend, Arthur De Moss, who is known the coun- 
try over as a man of integrity and sterling Chris- 
ynth’s : tian character. I am recommending it unquali- 
>< fiedly to the members of our church and to | 
only a friends.” | My occupation is 
n will | my beneficiary is 
me Dr. John R. Rice, nationally known evangelist: I also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 
week “It has been my great joy to know Arthur De 
5 ly Moss of De Moss Associates for almost nine Name Date of Birth Age Relationship Beneficiary 
S 1s a years. He helped set up my revival campaign in 
19 m Albany, New York, did personal work in the ~ 
campaign. I found him to be a very successful 1. 
er 65 insurance man, a trusted and devoted Christian 
leader in his own home city. Since that time we 2 
0 po have often had fellowship. He gives much time 
ts for to actual evangelism, Gospel preaching, and God 
has greatly used him in soul-winning.” 





(A) Do you and all members listed above certify that you do not use alcohol? 
Yes 0 No 0 
(B) Do you and all members listed above certify that you are in sound and healthy | 
condition mentally and ad to the best of your belief and knowledge? 
‘ Yes O ° 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
efi 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will 
. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy 
r. Examine it carefully. Make sure it provides exactly 


hat we’ve told you it does. Then, if you are not fully ; 

isfied, mail it back within 10 days, and we'll refund (C) Do you hereby apply to the World Mawaal Health aod Accident Ine. Co. of Penna. 

DU i i i for a policy based on the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover 
money by return mail, with no questions asked. So, | conditions originating prior to the date of insurance, and that the policy is issued 


see, you have everything to gain and nothing to lose! solely and entirely in reliance —_ the written answers to the foregoing questions? 
es 1 ° 


If no, please state details including operations, sickness or disabilities during the past 
five years: 
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ir enough? 
We trust that youf turn to enter the hospital will not , X 
' MD vcektderdnceveducs Signed: 
me soon. But please remember, once the doctor tells 
that you need to go to the hospital, it’s too late to 
coverage at any price. So mail your application today! 


I am enclosing for: 


Plan A (pays $100/week) Pian B (pays $50/week) ; 


| ( ) $4 for 1st month’s protection for each ( ) $2 for 1st month’s protection for each 
adult, age 19-64 adult, age 19-64 : ; 
| ( ) $40 for 12 months’ protection for each () = a 12 months’ protection for each 
adu 


adult . 
t Insurance Company I ( ) $3 for ist month’s protection for each = ( ) $1.50 for ist month’s protection for 
| child under age 19 each child under age 19 


is only $1.08 per $1.00.) By special arrangements with 1) 0 ie 12 months’ protection foreach (4) $15, for 12 months’ protection for each 
c FP ¢ 
sociates, World Mutual has underwritten this Gold | ( ) $6 for 1st month’s protection foreach ( ) $3 for Ist a protection for each 


f 4s . adult, age 65-100 2% ‘ adult, age 65-100 ys , 
bstainers’ Hospitalization Policy. (.) $60 for your Senior Citizens Policy for ( ) $30 for your Senior Citizens Policy for 


| 
‘ | 12 months 12 months 
tial Hospital-Medical Plans for Special People” | Mail this Application to— 
oe Vv e 
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STORY-O-GRAPHS 


FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 
Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O- 
Graph Bible characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, 
full COLOR, large size. 
13 colorful hand painted backgrounds 

Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds 
into compact roll. 


Write for FREE folder and price list to 
Pasadena, California 


P.O. BOX 145M, Dept. T 
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interested in a 


LIFE-TIME 


INCOME? 
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WRITE DR. CHARLES C. RYRIE, President 
PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF BIBLE 


1800 ARCH STREET 


PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 





EW CHRISTIANS 


not forgotten us.” 


Rev. Jacob Peltz 





IN ISRAEL NEED HELP 


“I want to describe our suffering family and express our 
deep gratefulness,” says this courageous Jewess. “My 
husband has suffered a stroke and became paralyzed. 
He is a living corpse. We have two wonderful little 
children, but we are now helpless immigrants in the land 
of Israel. In this time of great sorrow your gift arrived 
and brought tears to the eyes of my paralyzed husband. 
My dear children were so happy with the wonderful 
food you sent us, and now we know that the Lord has 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the unemployed, the bewildered, 
and the hungry whom we must shepherd and sustain. Please send your gift to help our 
ministry amongst the poor and bereft, the young in our Children’s Home, the aged 
Hebrew Christians, and the babes in Christ. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
5630-T North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 
91-T Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Ontario 










, precious moments 
y with PRECIOUS 


LIVES... 


make them count with ASSU lessons 





The lessons you teach today in 
your Sunday school may well 
help determine the future of 
your students. When you teach 
God’s Word, every minute 
counts. Make sure you select 
Union lessons for all depart- 
ments of your Sunday school, 


from beginners through adults. 
ASSU Bible-centered Sunday 
school materials present the 
WHOLE truth of the Bible. The 
Gospel is emphasized through- 
‘out and Christ is made pre- 
eminent. § Send for free sample 
materials today to Dept. S60 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Suppliers of religious material to Sunday Schools for over a century. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you will see it in the 
crowded subway stations, especially 
where people are hurriedly changing 
trains to and from Grand Central Sta- 
tion, and other confusing places; it is 
that welcome sign, “THIS WAY OUT.” 
And if you are a stranger in that place, 
you will be very glad to see it; it was 
put there for your benefit. ~ 
Paul and Barnabas and Peter and 


‘some other servants of God were in an 


uncomfortable situation and they wanted 
to find the way out. It was one of those 
baffling problems of Christian states- 
manship, where honest opinions were 
diametrically opposed—a problem to 
which the disciples were strangers, for 
they had not been that way before. 
They were looking for the “THIS WAY 
OUT” sign, and they found it—and got 
out. And there was great rejoicing 
among.the Antioch Christians. James 
was the man who pointed to the way 
out. His speech, recorded in Acts 15: 
13-21; is a masterpiece of consecrated 
common sense. It was a crisis in the 


church’s infant days, and a false step 


doubtless. would have been disastrous. 
Now, fellows, stake down this one 
fact, if we get nothing else out of the 
unraveling of that tangle: There’s al- 
ways a way out of any difficulty—if 
you are seeking “first the kingdom of 
God” and not the gratification of your 
own selfish ends or pride. Think that 
down to the bone—then test it. 
Ninety-nine times out of a hundred, 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 10) 

1. That the new Gentile converts be 
circumcised and keep the Law of Moses 
(Acts 15:1, 5). 

2. Violent arguments were disturb- 
ing them in Antioch (v. 2); Jerusalem 
was the parent church; many ‘of her 
leaders had known Christ personally 
and would presumably have more light 
on the subject. 

3. Peter, Barnabas, Paul, and James 
(vv. 7, 12, 13). 

4. That the Holy Spirit had accepted 
uncircumcised Gentiles, that witnessing 
to them had God’s seal upon it; why 
then should the church insist upon their 
circumcision? (vv. 8, 12.) 

5. Brother of the Lord Jesus, author 
of the Epistle of James, and leader of 
the Jerusalem assembly. 

6. Amos (9:11, 12). 

7. From meats offered to idols, for- 
nication, blood, and things strangled 
(Acts 15:20, 29). 

8. God’s will is holy, and fornication 
is a desecration of that will; Hebrews 
were still steeped in the Mosaic Law 
and should not be unnecessarily of- 
fended (v. 21). 

9. Judas and Silas; prophecy 
22, 32). 

10. It was received with joy (v. 31). 


Mep1a, Pa. 
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Lesson for January 17 


where Christians cannot work together 
without a fuss, it is a case of selfishness 
or unsurrendered pride. One need 
never surrender a principle, but every 
day we must surrender something of 
self for the sake of harmony and prog- 
ress. You fellows know how that 
works on a baseball team. A man 
must forget himself in the ‘interest of 
the success of the whole outfit. 

Now those “certain of the . . . Phari- 
sees which believed” were doubtless 
honest in their contentions, but they 


‘ came into the council and listened to 


the testimony of Peter and Paul and 
Barnabas as to the operations of the 
Holy Spirit among the Gentiles; then 
they heard James’s wise suggestion, and 
like good sports decided to meet their 
opponents halfway to promote the good 
of the whole cause. It was the “way 
out,” and they were not so blinded by 
pride and conceit that they could not see 
it and take it. 

And the churches grew and were 
multiplied. 

Remember this, fellows, next time 
you are in a hole—there is a way out, 
but you are likely to miss it, yes, you 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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are sure to miss it if you are thinking 
only of yourself, or bent upon having 
your own way to the exclusion of every 
other interest. The way out is usually 
via the self-forgetful route—the high- 
way whose signposts spell “Others.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ve 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin by saying together the 
first two questions and answers 
on our card. Then we can learn the 
third. Question: “Is God great?” An- 


swer: “Great is our Lord, and of great 
power: his understanding is infinite” 
(Psa. 147:5). 


Now Joanie will tell us of the time 
Paul was first thought to be a god, and 
then stoned by the same people. 

When Paul’‘and Barnabas returned 
to Antioch after that first missionary 
journey, they did not talk about their 
persecutions, but about how the Lord 
had opened the door of faith to the 
Gentiles. They stayed in Antioch a 
long time. Then some preachers came 
there from Judaea and told these Gen- 
tile Christians that they must keep the 
Law of Moses in order to be saved. 

Missionaries tell us that this still hap- 
pens! They go into a new place with 
the Gospel, heathen get: saved, and a 
young church is formed. Then Seventh 
Day Adventist teachers come: who tell 
these new believers that they must 
keep the Law of Moses in order to be 
saved. Nowadays they especially stress 
the Fourth Commandment. 

These men who came to Antioch evi- 
dently did not stress keeping the Sab- 
bath, but they certainly taught the 
newly saved Gentiles that they must 
keep the Law in order to be saved. 

Paul and Barnabas disagreed with 
this teaching, but these men from Judea 
would not be convinced. So it was 
decided that Paul and Barnabas should 
go to Jerusalem and bring this question 
before the apostles and elders of the 
church. 

Let us read Acts 15 together and an- 
swer the following -questions. After- 
ward we will answer your questions if 
you have some. (1) Where did the 
men come from who told the Antioch 
Christians to keep the Law of: Moses? 
(2) What did the Antioch church decide 
to do about this? (3) What did Paul 
and Silas tell other churches about, on 
their way to Jerusalem? (4) What did 
they tell the Jerusalem church? (5) 
What people, in Jerusalem, said that the 
Gentiles must keep the Law of Moses? 
(6) What question was discussed at 
this first Christian council? (7) Did 
Peter favor commanding the converted 
Gentiles to keep the Law? (8) Why 
not? (9) What did Paul and Barnabas 
tell to the assembled multitude? (10) 
Who was the next speaker at this coun- 
cil? (11) Did the letter sent out by 
this council tell the Gentile Christians 
(12) What 
did it tell. them? (13) What did this 
letter say about Paul and Barnabas? 


(15) 15 3 
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VER 2,000,000 


SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 bers of Societi 





Clubs, Groups, etc. hen enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 
Samples FREE to Officials 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 














AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY 


Every pastor, teacher, and parent should read this lovely 
booklet on the Age of Accountability. Sound i a 
Nothing else else like dS oy 15¢ each; $1.65 

Ew BY’S MOTHE Eh. Attractive greeting 
booklet Suh = appealing message for new mothers, With 
mailing envelope, 10c each, 
COLORFUL PLANNELGRAPH BACKGROUNDS. $1.25 


and up. 
At your Christian Bookstore, or 
BIBLE & GIFT SHOP 
146 Second Ave. S. Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 





URUGUAY NEEDS THE ainsi 


Multitudes being reached by open- 
air meetings in plaza and market 
places, radio, child evangelism 
classes, prison work, tract distribu- 
tion, etc. 1,000 enrolled in corre- 
spondence Bible, courses. Your 
prayers and gifts will help complete 
much-needed church in strategic 
location in the capital city with a 
million people. Rev. F. V. Dabold 
100% Faith Work Founte-Divetter 
Conducted by :Uruguayan Nationals. Plantin 
digenous churches on Pauline ciples. First ible 
school in the country established. Hold up the 
fends of devoted native workers. Swell their num- 
ber with your prayers and gifts. 
Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
Box 70-T, Fresno, California 
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BACK 10 ne BIBLE 
BROADCAST 























AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast’s ministry. 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
If you live in Canada write to: 
Box 178 \ Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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(14) Who else went back to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas? (15) How 
did the Antioch Christians feel when 
they received this letter? (16) After 
they had been in Antioch a while, what 
did Paul suggest to Barnabas? (17) 
Why didn’t Paul want to take Barnabas 


with them? (18) Where did Barnabas 
take Mark? (19) What man did Paul 
choose for a companion? (20) Where 
did they go? 


I think the apostles were wise on 
their journey back to Jerusalem. In- 
stead of discussing the men from 
Judaea who were hindering their work, 
they talked about the conversion of the 
Gentiles. This gave everyone joy. 

Peter’s speech at this first Christian 
council shows growth in grace. God 
had given him that housetop vision in 
Joppa to make him willing to enter the 
home of a Gentile. Here in Acts 15:9 
he says that God put “no difference” 
between Jews and Gentiles, and then 
adds in verse 11, “We believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved, even as they.” 

Now for your questions: “Why do 
Seventh Day Adventists believe that 
Christians should keep Saturday?” ~ Be- 
cause they do not understand that 
Christians are “not under the law, but 
under grace” (Rom. 6:14). Neither do 
they understand that Sabbath-keeping 
was a sign between God and Israel. 
Exodus 31 says this three times. 

There is no Scripture saying that 
Christians should keep the Jewish Sab- 
bath. If God had wanted them to do 
this, it would have been. mentioned 
here in Acts 15, in the letter sent from 
the Jerusalem Church to Gentile 
Churches. Notice this letter was in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost (v. 28), and 
Sabbath-Keeping was not listed among 
those necessary things. 

We do not keep the Sabbath. We 
meet for worship on the first day of 
the week because our Lord Jesus rose 
from the dead on that day, and He ap- 
peared to His disciples afterward on 
the first day of the week. The Lord’s 
Day is for most Christians more of a 
time for worship and service for the 
Lord than a day of rest. 


FERNDALE, WASH. ~ 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
ry be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
It Is the Ticket That Counts—A man 

is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by.the faith of Jesus Christ (Gal. 
2:16, Golden Text). Dr. A. J. Gordon 
while traveling on a train engaged ina 
conversation with a fellow passenger 
on the subject of faith. “I differ from 
you,” said the man, “in that any person 
is admitted to Heaven because of a little 
bit of theological scrip called ‘faith.’ I 
believe that when God receives one 
into Heaven He makes a searching in- 
quiry as to his character rather than 
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inspection of his faith.” Presently the 
conductor came along and examined 
the tickets. When he had passed, Dr. 
Gordon said: “Did you ever notice how 
a conductor always looks at the ticket 
and takes no pains to inspect the pas- 
senger? A railway ticket, if genuine, 
certifies that the person presenting it 
has complied with the company’s con- 
ditions and is entitled to transporta- 
tion. So faith alone, my friend, entitles 
one to that saving grace which produces 
a character well-pleasing to  God.”— 
From the Prophetic News. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The Devil Knows It—Do You?—Cer- 
tain men .. . said, Except ye be cir- 
cumcised after the manner of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved (Acts 15:1). Evan- 
gelist A. H. Stewart ..., when greatly 
concerned about his soul, .. . was told 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
trust Him as Saviour; but he thought 
that way far too easy. He went about 
it according to his own idea—he joined 
a church, sang in the choir, and became 
quite a worker. He hoped in all these 
things to obtain peace with God; but 
there was no peace! One day, while 
he was reading in his Bible the Par- 
able of the Sower,. he came to the 
words, “Then cometh the devil, and 
taketh away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they. should believe and be 
saved,” and Stewart threw down his 
Bible and said, “Will you look at that! 
Even the Devil knows that a man will 
be saved if he will believe!” And that 
day he settled it and turned to Christ 
and trusted Him as Saviour. Yes, God 
saves men when they believe. He saves 
all sinners, no matter what their state 
or condition, when they trust His Son. 
—From “Lectures on Acts,” by H. A. 
Ironside. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Proof of the Power.—Then all the 
multitude kept silence, and gave audi- 
ence to Barnabas and Paul, declaring 
what miracles and wonders God had 
wrought among. the Gentiles by them 
(Acts 15:12). A missionary on being 
asked if he had any proof of the power 
of the Cross replied: “When I arrived 
at the Fiji group my first duty was to 
bury the hands, arms, feet, and heads 
of eighty victims whose bodies had been 
roasted and eaten at a cannibal feast. 
I lived to see those very cannibals who 
had taken part in that inhuman feast 
gathered about the Lord’s table.” 
“What hath God wrought” not only in 
Fiji but “everywhere”!—From “1,000 
Tales Worth Telling,” by Hy Pickering. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


No Difference.—That the residue of 
men might seek after the Lord (Acts 
15:17). His name was Burean, which 
means “evil one.” He worked fgr some 
missionaries in India. “What wonder- 
ful things you read out of the Bible,” 
said he one morning as the mission- 
aries read from God’s Word. Then he 
continued, “They are for you, the King’s 
children. You have white skin. I am 
only a poor, dark-skinned Hindu’ boy.” 
“We are children’ of the King, Jesus, 
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not because our skin is white, but be- 
cause we trusted Him to save us. The 
promises of the Bible belong to every- 
one who believes them. Where you 
live, or what you possess, or the color 
of your skin makes no difference!”— 
From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


The Three Visitors—Known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning 
of the world (Acts 15:18). A certain 
Chronic Absentee, in the course of his 
drifting away from the Sabbath school, 
fell among bad companions who robbed 
him of. his interest in spiritual things, 
persuaded him that the Lord’s Day 


should be devoted to pleasure, and left: 


him wounded in spirit and heart. 

And there came to the Absentee’s 
door a certain Perfunctory Visitor, car- 
ing only to boost the attendance of his 
class. So when the visitor heard the 
rude words, “Please leave me alone,” 
he passed by, declaring he would never 
visit that place again. 

And likewise there came to the Ab- 
sentee’s door a Duty-driven Visitor, 
coming only to report an .assignment 
carried out. But when he got no an- 
swer to the ringing of the doorbell he 
wrote “Not at home” across the report 
form and excused himself from further 
responsibility. 

But a certain Concerned Christian 
with compassion in his heart came to 
the door of the Absentee. In spite of 
a cold reception he returned again and 
again. He kept on visiting, even when 
the Absentee said, “Please remove my 
name from your list and let me alone.” 

The Concerned Christian poured in 
love and graciousness and held his own 
warm heart of love against the cold in- 
different heart of the one he was seek- 
ing. Aloud, he said, “I'll come by for 
you on Sabbath morning and take you 
in my car.” To himself he added, “And 
whatsoever more it shall take to win 
you, that will I do for Jesus’ sake.”— 
From the Baptist Record. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Take the Safe Path.Wherefore my 
sentence is, that we trouble not them, 
which from among the Gentiles are 
turned to God (Acts 15:19). A young 
lad and his father were climbing the 
mountainside. The lad spoke: “Take 
the safe path, Father. Remember that 
I am coming after you.” Ought not we 
who live in the twentieth century A.D. 
give thanks to God that the leaders of 
the early church, through the guidance 


of the Holy Spirit, took the safe path . 


as marked out by the Scriptures, thus 
preserving to us the Gospel of divine 
grace in all its purity!—From Evangel- 
ical International Teachers Quarterly. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N. Y. 


Marring the Pattern—But that we 


write unto them, that they abstain from | 


pollutions of idols, and from fornication, 
and from things strangled, and from 
blood (Acts 15:20). It is said that 
there are some looms upon which as 
many as hundreds, even thousands of 
threads are woven at one time to make 
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a highly patterned fabric. And, if one 
of those threads breaks, the loom must 
stop, else the whole patten will be de- 
stroyed. So it is with our lives. If one 
sin or one act of disobedience enters, 
the pattern that God has made for us 
is marred. Not until the thread is 
mended, that is, not until the sin is 
confessed and fellowship with the Lord 
is restored, can we experience again 
the full joy of the Lord or fulfill His 
full purpose for us—From Our Hope. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


bd 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


How Christians Settle Their Differences 
(Acts 15:22-31) - 


UARRELS! quarrels! quarrels! How 
many there are in the family, at 
school, sometimes at church! What 

do you do when you have a difference of 
opinion with your brothers and sisters, 
or playmates? Or maybe you ‘both 
want the same thing! Do you argue 
and argue, getting crosser and crosser? 
Do you end up calling each other 
names? hitting each other? fighting? 

What did you quarrel about this last 
week—can you remember? Was it 
worth quarreling about? Isn’t there 
some better way for Christians to set- 
tle things? (In the discussion, note 
that most quarrels are just selfish— 
wanting one’s own way—as a quarrel 
over who uses the new bathtub first. 
Will not the second bath be just as 
clean as the first? Others are argu- 
ments over something that makes no 
real difference in life: “My father is 
stronger than your father!” Both fathers 
are strong enough to do their work and 
to train their children. There are as 
many kinds of strength in body and 
mind as there are of courage. But 
there are disagreements that are im- 
portant, and should be settled as right 
as possible: “I’m going to tell Mother 
what you did this afternoon.”—“No, 
you’re not!” “I’m not going to school 
today”"—“Yes, you are!” “You’re not 
going to take that kid brother of yours 
along on our hike!”—‘“Sure I am; there’s 
no one to stay home with him.”) 

Let us see what Paul and Barnabas 
did when an important quarrel came 


up in the church, though it is better to» 


call it a difference of opinion over an 
important matter. Hundreds of for- 
eigners were becoming Christians in 
other countries. Must they all become 
Jews and do everything in God’s cove- 
nant or agreement with the Jews—not 
eat pork, go through ceremonies of 
washing if they had touched a dead 
body, and many other rules in the Law? 
“Yes,” said many Jews, “the Christians 
in other lands must do all the ceremo- 
nies God told us to do in Moses’ time.” 

“No,” said Paul and Barnabas, “for- 
eigners do not have to become Jews 
and keep all our rules. That is not 
the way we are saved.” There was a lot 
of argument and discussion. How did 
they decide to settle their argument? 
(Read Acts 15:2.) That is a good way 
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to settle many of your arguments, too— 
take them to those who should know 
best. 

Did both sides have a chance to tell 
their story and give their arguments? 
(vv. 5-12.) Then James, the chairman 
of the meeting, summed it all up, quoted 
what the Bible said about the Gentiles, 
and gave his decision (v. 19). “But’— 
and here he gave four points that 
favored the other side—‘“‘we should ask 
the foreigners to do these things: not 
eat food offered to idols, or meat that 
has not had the blood drained from it, 
or blood, and they should keep true: to 
their wives and not get mixed up with 
other women.” Listen to the letter that 
was written (pupil read from scroll 
vv. 23-29). 

So that was settled. But it was not 
long before Paul and Barnabas had a 
quarrel of their own—and over John 
Mark! Do you know how they settled 
that one? Then there were, two mis- 
sionary teams traveling! Read Paul 
and Silas’s happy and painful experi- 
ences in chapter 16. 

“Love suffereth long, and is kind; 
love envieth not; love vaunteth not it- 
self, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is 
not provoked, taketh not account of 
evil” (1 Cor. 13:4, 5, A.S.V., Memory 
Verse). That could save most of your 
quarrels! (Continue drill on the Pauline 
Epistles.)* 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HRISTIANS—even Christian leaders 
—do not always agree about every- 
thing. It is entirely possible that, when 
there are disagreements, both sides are 
honestly seeking the truth. Each side 
is doubtless certain that its side is 
right. Christian leaders today sometimes 
disagree. Christian leaders in the long, 
long ago sometimes disagreed. 
Missionaries Paul and Barnabas had 
been serving the Lord in Antioch. They 
had preached to the people the same 
message that you have heard. They 


“had taught that if men and women and 


boys and girls would believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and receive Him as 
Saviour, they would have eternal life. 
Many had believed their message and 
received the Saviour. 

Then one day some of the Jewish 
Christians went to the new believers in 
Antioch. Ever since the beginning of 
the Jewish race, Jews had obeyed cer- 
tain laws that God had given them. 
They believed. that if anyone were to 
be saved, he would have to obey the 
Jewish law (in this case the law of cir- 
cumcision). Only by receiving the Lord 
Jesus Christ and obeying the Jewish 
law, they said, could a man be saved. 
The men who said this had studied 
God’s Word. They honestly thought 
that this was the teaching of God’s 
Word. They could not understand that 
because of the death and resurrection 
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Than To Provide a Home for One or More 
Korean Orphans? 
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These are some of the orphans at our own 
Isabelle Orphanage in Korea. We have hun- 
dreds of them for adoption. You can have 
one or two adopted by proxy in Korea, and 
bring them to your home. If you are inter- 
ested, write to: 


Janet Whang, Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 
: P.O. Box 291, Inglewood, California. 
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Dedication to the glory of God is scheduled 
Monday, January 18, 1960, for Dallas Semi- 
nary’s $400,000 Mosher Library, one of the 
finest theological library buildings in the 
Southwest. Official use of the building with 
a capacity of 100,000 volumes to serve a 
student body of 500 men will start with the 
opening of the spring semester the next 
day. Mosher Library symbolizes the purpose 
of Dallas Seminary to provide the best pos- 
sible physical, academic and spiritual facili- 
ties for “Training Men of God to Preach 
the Word." Your prayerful support of this 
ministry is invited. 


For free literature write THE REGISTRAR 


Dallas 


3909 Swiss Avenue 
DALLAS 4, TEXAS 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
LLC 














18 (18) 


of the Lord Jesus Christ, things that 
were once true were no longer true. 

The men who taught this to the peo- 
ple in Antioch really confused the be- 
lievers. Some agreed with them. Others 
did not. So the believers decided that 
the two missionaries, Paul and Barna- 
bas, should go back to the Christian 
leaders in Jerusalem and learn from 
them what the Word of God’ really 
taught. * (You. will have to. remember 
that the New Testament was not yet 
written, so they could‘not refer to that 
as we do today whenever there is a 
question.) 

So Paul and Barnabas and some of 
the Christian leaders started their long 
journey to Jerusalem. As they went, 
they gave great joy to the Christian 
believers in the cities through which 
they went—telling them of the work of 
God in saving folks in Antioch. In 
Jerusalem, the Christians had a wel- 
come meeting for the two missionaries 
and their friends. How happy they 
were to see them! How happy they 
were to hear what God had been doing! 
Certainly the missionaries told how one 
after another of the people in Antioch 
had believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
had received Him as Saviour, and had 
been completely changed: 

Some of the Christian leaders in Jeru- 
salem,’ however, could not listen hap- 
pily to the reports of the missionaries. 
They declared, “It is not enough that 
these people have believed. They must 
also obey the Law of Moses.” 


The leaders at once decided that they 


would have to have a special meeting 
to talk about this. The same trouble 
that had come up in Antioch was also 
in Jerusalem. So the leaders had a 
meeting. They really had some argu- 
ments, I am sorry to say. Each one 
was certain that he was right. Finally 
Peter spoke up. He reminded them 
that God had sent him to préach to the 
Gentiles. He explained how God had 
sent the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles just 
as He had sent him to the Jewish be- 
lievers. Peter reminded them that in 
God’s sight -there is no difference—all 
have sinned. There is no difference— 
all may be saved. There is no difference 
—the Lord Jesus died and rose for all. 

By putting their trust in Him alone, 
men and women and boys and girls 
may be saved, Peter declared. 

-After another speech by another of 
the leaders (James), the men in charge 
agreed that there was only one way 
for anyone to be ‘saved: by believing 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and receiving 
Him as Saviour. .They dared not add 
to that. So they wrote a letter giving 
a full explanation to the Christians at 
Antioch. How happy the Christian be- 
lievers were to receive that letter! And 
because the leaders were honest and 
loving, their disagreements were for- 
gotten. 

MILLERSVILLE, PA. 








Dew never falls on a stormy night, 
so the dews of His grace never come to 
the restless soul._—A. B. Simpson. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 17 


2. Gifts—Use Them or Lose Them 
(Rom. 12:3-8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ROM last week’s emphasis upon the 

importance of complete yielded- 
ness to God as the primary requirement 
for effective Christian service, we turn 
this week to the necessity for a right at- 
titude toward and a right evaluation of 
Christian service. Two extremes are 
possible—we can look upon our ability 
and service as something for which we 
deserve all the credit and praise, or we 
can think of our ability as so small and 
so limited that it is useless to put it to 
work for Christ. Neither of these atti- 
tudes are in agreement with God’s view- 
point. 

In addition to the Scripture portion 
(Rom. 12:3-8) assigned for this topic, 
we shall do well to read the Parable of 
the Talents in Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Co- 
rinthians 12:4-11; and Ephesians 4:7-13. 
In these Scriptures we shall find a num- 
ber of important principles that will 
show us how God looks upon our Chris- 
tian service. 

1. All believers are endowed with 
some gifts (Matt. 25:15; Rom. 12:3; 
1 Cor. 12:11; Eph. 2:10; 4:7). No one can 
truthfully say that he has nothing that 
God can use. 

2. All gifts come to the _ believer 
through the Holy Spirit. Talents and 
abilities are not the property of the in- 
dividual to be used or not to be used, as 
he may decide. Nor are they to be em- 
ployed for his own ends, but they are to 
be used in the way that God directs and 
for His glory. 

3. All believers do not receive the 
same gifts, nor in the same measure as 
do other believers. The Holy Spirit be- 
stows His gifts as He sees. the individual 
has capacity for them and can use them 
(Matt. 25:15; 1 Cor. 12:4-11). God does 
not expect one who has no voice to be- 
come a singing evangelist. He does not, 
as a rule, call one who has musical tal- 
ent but who is slow of speech. to become 
a preacher. One servant in the Parable 
of the Talents was given five, another 
two, and another one talent “according 
to his several ability” (Matt. 25:15). 

4. Na one has the right to question or 
complain because of the assignments 
that have been made. Nor are we jus- 
tified in looking upon another’s gifts 
with envy, or as inferior or less impor- 
tant than our own (1 Cor. 12:12-24; 
Eph. 4:1, 2, 12). All gifts are to-con- 
tribute their proper measure and are to 
be used for “the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ” (Eph. 
4:12). 

5. God does not expect all believers 
to produce alike, but in accord with the 
ability that He saw when He gave the 
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gifts (Matt. 25:20-23). We eannot all 






return ten talents if we have only a th 
two-talent capacity. Approval was ° da 
given equally, however, for faithfulness. di 
Our concern should be that we faith- | bi 


fully put to use what God has given us, 
trusting Him to do for us what is right th 


and just. a 

6. It should give us pause and concern wi 
to realize that failure is just as severely hi 
condemned as faithfulness is rewarded , 


—not failure to make a great showing, 
but failure to use the gifts God has tal 


given, however small (Matt. 25:24-29). vu 
Such failure is termed “wicked and str 
slothful,’” and the offender stands 


ashamed and stripped of the gift that 
was given him. May this sad experience 
be true of none of us—saved but as by 
fire, with all the works of our own de- Tr: 
signing or that have been done in’ our 
own strength burned away (1 Cor. 3: 





13-15). in 
7. Finally, it is well to note that the roo 
time of accounting comes when the do 
Lord returns (Matt. 25:19; Rom. 14:10; pri 
2 Cor. 5:10). The results of faithful or s 
unfaithful service are not always evi- Gre 
dent in this life. However, at the judg- trig 
ment seat of Christ all the hidden things Kin 
will be made known. We shall not be Cor 
in jeopardy of eternal life, for Christ has cluc 
purchased this for every believer. But Oo 
there will be a time, when He returns, dev: 
when rewards will be given out for eacl 
faithfulness and Christian service, and it eve! 
will be a joy for some, and a sense of give 
terrible loss for others, as they receive will 
or fail to receive the Lord’s commenda- crui 
tion and reward. N. " 
PHILADELPHIA. ing 
This 
we inclt 
Stresses of Missionary Work 
(Continued from page 6) 
Moreover, it was necessary for his: fam- 
ily to be housed in the same house with a gre 
another family because there was not mon; 


time or money to secure another house. Th 


No hospital or dispensary could be made Rev. 
available. He must conduct his medical land 
practice in his house. of C; 

The diseased started coming to his Dr. ] 
house, those with diphtheria, scarlet from 
fever, and so on. With all these dis- worlc 
eased persons coming there, it was ob- vatio 


viously no place for his family or the § Ian 


other family to live. The doctor wrote Youtl 
to the mission director, ten thousand § Wildi 
miles away, making suggestions, but al- Jama 
ways received a reply that he should Secre 
do the best he could with what he had § Felloy 
and with his present situation. Counc 

Then he wrote asking for six months’ § dent . 
leave of absence while he worked in the § Tozer 
hospital of another mission society and § Each 
got his feet on the ground, so to speak, § tribut 
through becoming acquainted with the § and t 
diseases and customs of China. This was § Testar 
the last straw. The mission director § liever. 
disappointingly noted that he was not Mee 





aftern: 
Meetir 
Meetir 
only. 

Cially | 


the staunch supporter of his denomina- 
tion that he thought him to be, and at 
the same time refused to grant permis- 
sion for this last proposition. 
Misunderstandings were added to mis- 
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understandings. Finally, the stress of 
the situation became so great that the 
doctor could see no other way out—nor 


did I at the time—but to resign and. 


bring his family back to the homeland. 

I see this doctor from time to time in 
the homeland. He still feels that he was 
a failure as a missionary. In a sense he 


was, but I feel that the blame all goes to. 


his mission constituency for not provid- 


_ ing him adequately with the where- 


withal so that he could exercise his 
talents as a physician in a proper en- 
vironment. Such can be the emotional 
stress of the mission field. 


(To be continued) 


we 


Traveling With Fellow Christians 
(Continued from page 7) 


in their appeal to any appetite. State- 
room accommodations are adequate, but 
do vary in cost according to location, 
private shower, and the like. 

Stops will be made at St. Thomas, 
Granada, Port of Spain, LaGuaira (with 
trip to Caracas), Curacao, Cristobal, 
Kingston, Port-au-Prince, and Nassau. 
Comprehensive sightseeing tours are in- 
cluded. , 

On board the Empress of England 
devotional services will be conducted 
each morning before breakfast when- 
ever possible. Here Mr. Jaeger will 
give Bible studies. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger 
will be with the party throughout the 
cruise. A card addressed to him at 325 
N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 5, ask- 
ing for the crcular, “Let’s Go Cruising 
This Winter,” will bring you all details, 
including costs. 


w 


Mid-America Keswick 
(Continued from second page) 


a growing impact of the Keswick testi- 
mony can be noted nationwide. 

The team of speakers consisted of the 
Rev. Arthur Mathews of the China In- 
land Mission; the Rev.. Stephen Olford 
of Calvary Baptist Church, New York; 
Dr. Paul Rees, who just had returned 
from a tour of ministry around the 
world; Major Allister Smith of the Sal- 
vation Army, London, England; Major 
Ian Thomas, Director of Capernwray 
Youth Center, England; Mr. Harold 
Wildish, well-known missionary from 
Jamaica; Mr. C. Stacey Woods, General 
Secretary of Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship, and three members of the 
Council—Dr. William Culbertson, presi- 
dent of Moody Bible Institute, Dr. A. W. 
Tozer, and the Rev. Alan Redpath. 
Each of these brethren made a vital con- 
tribution to the sequence of teaching 
and the.convention’s emphasis of New 
Testament standards of life for the be- 
liever. 

Meetings were held in the morning, 
afternoon, and evening, including prayer 
Meetings, Bible study hours, youth 


Meetings, and meetings for ministers 
only. The meetings for ministers espe- 
cially have proved to be of great help to 
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many. They were attended by some 
250 to 300 ministers who, in each case, 
were faced with the implications of the 
message of Keswick, which is merely 
that of the Word of God, upon the life of 
a minister, as they listened to the Spirit- 
anointed messages by Dr. Paul Rees and 
the Rev. Stephen Olford. 

A large. number attended the meet- 
ings each day and testified to blessing 
received. Once again, the Keswick 
Convention demonstrated the truth 
that believers are “all one in Christ 
Jesus,” a fellowship most wonder- 
fully emphasized at the closing serv- 
ice on the Saturday evening when about 
1,500 people of many different denomi- 
nations mét together for the breaking of 
bread and ministry of the Word by Mr. 
Harold Wildish. 

The dates of the 1960 Mid-America 
Keswick Convention will be October 9 
through 16. The Council values very 
much prayer on its behalf that this testi- 
mony may increasingly be the means of 
bringing a vital contribution to the 
evangelical testimony of this country in 
the promotion of revival of New Testa- 
ment life and standards within th 
church. ' 


ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued by the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


January 11 to 17 


Mon.—Acts 15:1-5. . 
Opposing Viewpoints. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Paul and Bar- 
nabas had no small dissension . . . with 
them.” Legalizers from Jerusalem were 
troubling the new disciples of Christ 
in Gentile cities where Paul and Bar- 
nabas had preached the Gospel of the 
grace of God. Their opposition to the 
Gospel Paul preached suggested the 
need for a statement on the same from 
the apostles and elders at Jerusalem. 
Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem 
for that conference. The council bowed 
to the obvious will of the Lord, and 
gave Paul and Barnabas their hearty 
commendation. No mistake can occur 
when God's will is sought and done. 
Live in the center of God’s will and 
you will succeed for God. Pray for the 
Salvation Army, New York. 


Tues.—Acts 15:6-11. 
The Council in Session. 
‘PRAYER SuccesTions: “The apostles 
and elders came together for to con- 
sider .. ., this matter.” Study the char- 
acter and conduct of this council. These 
probably had known the Lord. Un- 
doubtedly they had seen Him in person, 
and in His resurrection glory. Maybe 
they were among the five hundred 
brethren that saw Him at once (1 Cor. 
15:6). An august body of leaders it 
was. They all had this one thing in 
common: for that problem they sought 
and found and obeyed the will of God, 
as revealed in His Word. The Word 
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makes people wise. Pray for the Mid- 
west Bible College, St. Louis. 


Wed.—Acts 15:12-21, Wise Counsel. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My sentence is, 
that we trouble not them, which from 
among the Gentiles are turned to God.” 
James, the speaker, “the Lord’s brother” 
(Gal. 1:19). He was the presiding of- 
ficer of the council. He summed up 
the general opinion of the brethren as 
stated. Let all of us who have t6 render 
important decisions in cases of dispute 
among God’s people be careful to dis- 
cover the truth of the Gospel to insure 
a Biblical conclusion. Make it your 
care to be much in prayer and to con- 
sult the Word to find solutions to your 
problems. The world must commend 
those who do God’s will. Pray for the 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 


FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Fl'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2,PA. 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 

ica. Will you pray? Pleasé help us 
answet the pine! so many séri- 
ous young people in so many 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


















= or of the Risen Christ is 
ing carried ovt through over forty 
radio stations iri the United States 
and nine countries, Beamed 
to State of Israel every Saturday. 

Many write for the Prophecy Edi- 
tion New Testament and are followed 
vp by mail and personal calls when- 
ever possible. Some are finding Christ 
as Messiah-Saviour. We need your 
prayerful support. 


Send for free copy of our 
zine, MESSAGE TO ISRAEL. — 


Coulson Shepherd, 


Director 
(FOUNDED 1937) 


ee 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, Inc. 
BOX 682, G.P.0., NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
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Spirit-Filled Songs : 


The “CHOICE” series emphasizes spiritual and worshipful hymns and songs. 
Let your church, like others, be blessed with richer music and greater growth 
through these books. 
CHOICE HYMNS OF THE FAITH 
Congregations thrill at this well-balanced collection. Compiled for more scrip- 
pg ne a yee Bound in oo a a cloth boards. In quantities 
oO or more $1.60 copy, not prepaid. Single sample copy $1.90 postpaid. 
CHOICE GOSPEL SONGS a — ‘ 
Abridged edition of Choice Hymns of the Faith for those who desire a smaller 
book. Can be used conjointly with the'larger book as it contains Choice Hymn 
numbers in brackets. 192 pages. Tough paper cover. In 100 lots 65¢ copy, 
not prepaid. Sample copy 75c postpaid. 
CHOICE CAMPAIGN SONGS 
75 popular Gospel hymns and choruses. 25c each per 100, not prepaid. 
Single copies, 35c. 

Returnable samples sent on request. Give church connection. 


GOSPEL PERPETUATING FUND PUBLISHERS, Dept. ST, 


KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


.-.. rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 


2 TIMOTHY 2:15 
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DR. M. R. DE HAAN 
Teacher 






Tune in each Sunday over 
: ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 


Write today for your FREE radio log RICHARD DE HAAN 
P.O. Box 22, Grand Rapids, Mich. Associate Teacher 


RADIO BIBLE CLASS PROGRAM 












. I. addition to an effective world-wide Gospel ministry among the Jews, 
‘ we are also helping afflicted Jewish believers in many countries...A Hebrew 
Christian mother. in Warsaw, Poland, recently wrote us the letter quoted below. 
It is really a letter to you, for it is your compassion that supplies the money, the 
food and the clothing to meet the needs of many families in equally desperate 


plight: 

“We are almost used to our new home (a move made possible by the 
Friends of Israel), with the conveniences and improvements which it is 
giving us. When | remember the thirteen years in the village hut it seems 
ike a nightmare. 

“My husband after his grippe is feeling rather weak. He also has been 
overworking. He had to take on an extra job to supply his family with 
food, so he stays up all night. His regular income is just enough for one 
person to be kept modestly in food, but we are four. Both of us are fit 
for the hospital. 

“Our children are growing and have tremendous appetites. Instead 
of being happy it worries me greatly, as we cannot give them enough food. 
You can understand how it grieves me, their mother. Their bodies are so 
weak. | am only afraid that they will grow up to be physically unfit. | see 
. no way out. 

“After long hesitation | have decided to write to you and to make this 
request: Would it be possible to send us a monthly stipend so that we 
can feed our children and that they should not go hungry when they need 
the food most? It would be a great help to receive about $15.00 a month. 
1 know you will pray about this matter and do what you can. The Lord 
reward you for what you have already done for us.” ° 
Maybe you cannot afford to give $15 a month—but you can join with others in 
meeting the deep need of this frightened mother and her dear ones, and the 
hundreds of other families in many lands as ney in need of our help as they. 
The thing none of us can afford is to become callous to human misery whether 
Spiritual or physical. You, Christian friend, are their one hope for survival. Tell 
them today that you care. Say it with a check. 


Write for free copy of the most challenging, informative and 
heartwarming missionary publication, ISRAEL MY GLORY 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL — **s20'S‘Witerspoon tidy. Pita, 7. Po. 
Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 


MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 





_churches. In godly counselors there is 


‘conference added nothing to me.” Paul’s 





; January 2, 1960 





Thurs.—Acts 15:22-29. 
A Letter to the Brethren, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They wrote let- 
ters ... after this manner; The apostles 
and elders and brethren send greeting 
unto the brethren which are of the 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Ci- 
licia.” The substance of that letter was 
this: “It seemed good unto us, being as- 
sembled with one accord, to send chosen 
men unto you with our beloved Barna- 
bas and Paul . . . who shall also tell 
you the same things by mouth.” Thus 
led by the Holy Spirit, they laid no 
other burden upon them than what was’ 
indicated in Scripture. Their good 
words caused great rejoicing in. the 




















safety. Pray for your country. 


Fri—<Acts 15:30-35. 
A Strengthening Fellowship. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They delivered 
the epistle: which when they had read, 
they rejoiced for the consolation.” In 
this case, all is well that ends well. 
Some troubles can be settled alone with 
God on our knees, but others require 
Christian counsel and friendly partici- 
pation. Do not trust yourself. You 
will do better after being on your knees 
with godly friends, than on your tip- 
toes in your self-sufficiency. All need 
Christian fellowship. It is good for 
Christians and God’s church to gather 
for conference and prayer. Pray for 
the Bible Christian Union, Inc., Brook- 
lyn, N.. Y. 


Sat.—Galatians 2:1-10. 
Paul’s Report on the Conference. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These who 
seemed to be somewhat (whatsoever 
they were, it maketh no matter to me: 
God accepteth no man’s person:) for 
they who seemed to be somewhat in 



















eyes were not upon men but upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ. His respect was defi- 
nitely to God, even though he wanted 
to have them discover the same will of 
God that governed him in his ministry 
to the Gentiles. The council learned 
more in that conference than Paul. It 
is well for all of us to have divine 
truth for our platform. Pray for the 
Central American Mission, Dallas. 


Sun.—Galatians ‘2:11-16. 
Salvation by Faith. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Knowing that 
a man is not justified by the works of 
the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ.” The most intelligent person 
in the world has to come to God as 4 
little child. The only way to salvation 
is by’ faith in Jesus Christ. One may 
know what an atomic bomb can do but 
not have the know-how to make one, 
A brilliant man whom I met on the 
train asked, “How can I accept Christ 
as God when he lived on earth in 4 
human. body?” “The mystery of god- 
liness’—God manifest in flesh—is great 
and must be received by faith. If one 
does not believe that Christ is God, he 
cannot be saved (1 John 5:1-12). Sal- 
vation, which is all of grace, is by faith 
Pray for Egypt General Mission, Low 
don, Eng. 
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